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Another newsletter and time for a 
re-cap (sadly a despised word in 
some quarters) of the past dancing 
year in Bristol. For many this has 
been an exciting and hectic year but 
refreshed by your summer breaks, I 
hope you will all join us again for 
another event packed season, 
beginning on 8th September  2011. 
Before proceeding further with this 
letter, could I re-assure everybody 
that no mobile óphone has been 
hacked into for information. 
This coming year will of course be 
special for us as it will be the 50

th
 

Anniversary of the formal 
constitution of RSCDS in Bristol. In 
celebration of this event a Ball is to 
be held at the Council House on 
10

th
 March 2012. Make no mistake 

about it, this will be THE major 
event in our calendar and a 
wonderful evening is planned. 
Anyone who has not yet bought a 
ticket should do so now.   

 
  

The Royal Scottish Country 

Dance Society 

Saturday 10th 

March 2012  

Wine reception: 7.00 for 7.30   

Dancing to 11.30 p.m.  

with  

Ian Muir and the 

Craigellachie 

Band  

M.C. : Peter Wright  

 
 
Dear Dancing Friends, 

I am writing this letter at the end of 
our 49

th
 year of Scottish Dancing. It 

has been marked by lots of happy 
dancing events and club evenings. 
This year we have had a variety of 
teaching for our main class as we 
are lucky enough to have three 
professional teachers who each 
give a substantial amount of time 
and effort to make sure that we are 
given access to high level teaching 
at all times. We are extremely 
grateful to Barbara, Cheryl and 
Peter for all their efforts this last 
year and look forward to continuing 
dancing with them next year.  

We have also continued to support 
our trainee teachers by providing 
them with opportunities to teach the 
main class. However, they have 
also been highly successful in 
bringing on a small group of 
beginners who have enjoyed, and 
appreciated, the individual attention 
given to them by Andrew, Graham 
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and Lynn.  All three of the trainees 
will be looking to the examinations 
for the next stage of their training in 
the coming year and plans are in 
hand to give them the support they 
need.  

During the year we took the 
decision not to have live music for 
our dance evening in the spring 
term. This was because of 
increasing costs. We did not want to 
increase regular costs for members 
so had to make the change. We 
have also decided to maintain our 
charges at the same rate for 
another year. Membership fee will 
be £17 and the weekly class fee will 
remain at £4 for members, £5 for 
non-members ï with reductions for 
advance payments.  

I am privileged to be in the 
Chairmanôs position for our Golden 
Anniversary year. It is a tribute to 
the health-giving properties of 
Scottish Dancing that there are still 
some of the original members of the 
group to invite to our Golden Ball ï 
and some of them are still dancing!  

Because we wanted to celebrate 
our Anniversary as close as 
possible to the day when we 
started, 50 years ago, we have 
changed our usual format of dances 
and events for next year. We will 
still have our usual New Season 
Dance and Day School in the 
autumn term but the spring term will 
just have our Beginnerôs Dance on 
the last Saturday in January so that 
we can concentrate on preparations 
for our Ball on 10 March.  The 
Summer Dance will be on the 
programme as usual. All dates can 
be found at the end of the 
Newsletter. 

As part of our preparations for the 
Ball, each week at our classes the 
teachers will include dances from 
the ball programme ï probably two 
each week in the autumn term and 
maybe more in the lead up to the 
Ball. Peter will highlight which are 
the Ball dances on the weekly 
programmes published on our 
internet site so that we can all take 
extra-special note of the dances 
and learn as we go. We want every 
member to feel able to celebrate 
together. So, even if you have not 
been to a Ball before, please do 
come ï it wonôt be the same without 
you! 

Our display group continues to be 
invited to events and anyone who 
would like to be involved should 
speak to Barbara Savill to find out 
more. The group meets monthly on 
a Monday evening at Church of the 
Good Shepherd, Kings Drive, 
Bishopston, Bristol.  

We are looking forward to 
celebrating our Anniversary year 
together in style. It would be even 
more exciting to be able to attract 
more new members to the pleasure 
of Scottish Dancing ï so if you have 
friends / neighbours who might like 
to give it a go, please bring them 
along to our friendly beginnerôs 
group. Letôs spread the fun!  See 
you in September.  

Margaret Pinder 

Chairman ï Bristol Branch RSCDS 

 

ANDREW  SMITH 
 

THE  SOCIETY  SCROLL OF 
HONOUR 

 

 
 
Many of you will now know that 
Andrew Smith was recommended 
and will receive the Scroll of Honour 
at the society AGM in November. 
This is not only an honour for 
Andrew it is an honour for the 
Bristol branch where he has spent 
his recent dancing years.   
From the time he was inspired by 
the music to dance at the age of 12 
½ years, Andrew has unceasingly 
given his time and effort in not only 
enjoying this as a pastime, but has 

made Scottish Country Dancing his 
second occupation. 
From dancing in various display 
teams, to becoming involved with 
Branches wherever he was living, 
actively participating in the running 
of these, to volunteering to act on 
the RSCDS Management Board in 
various roles, Andrew has shown 
his complete commitment to this 
Society.     
Andrew has attracted people of all 
ages, from all walks of life, giving 
them the opportunity not just to 
observe other dancers, but to join in 
and often to become enthusiastic 
participants themselves.    
He has written several dances and 
published booklets to help beginner 
dancers understand the rudiments 
of both Highland and country 
dancing steps.   He has lately 
passed his preliminary teaching 
examinations which have enabled 
him to extend his ever-willing 
support for new dancers in a more 
structured way. 
Because he has acted on various 
Committees, both at local and at 
national level, taking different 
responsibilities, he is able to offer a 
wide breadth of  knowledge and 
understanding to proposed 
restructuring of the Society and to 
elaborate on current practice.   His 
advice is highly valued by our 
Branch, other local clubs, and 
individuals who seek clarity of 
information. 
He continues to freely lend his time 
and artistic skill to the design of 
advertising material, and to the 
decorative aspects of dance venues 
which he has made quite special for 
our Branch, e.g. the Burnsô Night 
celebrations, and our forthcoming 
Golden Ball.    
Andrew is an unassuming and loyal 
member of Bristol Branch who 
through his continued endeavours 
in this field enriches not only our 
class, but benefits all those who 
become inspired by him to take an 
interest in Scottish Country 
Dancing. 
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THE BRANCH WEEKEND AT 
SYMONDS YAT 
 
After some fifteen years of ñHaytorò 
weekends, a change of venue to 
Symonds Yat was most refreshing. 
As mentioned in last years 
Newsletter, weekends away were 
instigated by Marcus Ashman as a 
pleasant way of bonding for 
Scottish Dancers who danced 
together but otherwise had little 
opportunity to get to know each 
other better. The weekends have 
been extremely successful and I 
hope will be ongoing. 
This year the weekend was 
organised by Clive, Margaret and 
Brian and what a wonderful job they 
made of ensuring the weekend ran 
smoothly, despite a few setbacks 
with the hotel. From the time that 
people arrived on Friday (in time for 
tea and biscuits) to departure 
following lunch on Sunday 
everybody settled in to their new 
surroundings and had a very 
enjoyable time. 
There was nothing wrong with the 
hotel that new plumbing and new 
management couldnôt put right. The 
rooms were better than adequate 
and the food passed muster even if 
the meal times were a bit rigid. 
Generally the hotel was more than 
ñfit for purposeò for a dancing 
weekend. 
Friday evening (MCôd by birthday 
girl Pat Fish) kicked off the weekend  
in the right spirit with everyone 
enjoying themselves dancing to our 
trusty musicians Dalriada and 
generally re-enforcing friendships 
and acquaintances. Itôs worth 
mentioning at this point that being 
MC is not easy, requiring much 
preparation and hard work 
beforehand. Needless to say Pat 
was more than up to the task. As 
usual the dance was followed by a 
ceilidh but most people were in bed 
by one thirty so as to be fit for the 
following day. 
 

 
 
Saturday Morning Class 

Our teacher on Saturday was Gillian 
Jennings from Sutton Coldfield who 
conducted the classes with a 
humorous style and we enjoyed 
dancing some of her own dances. 
There were two notable absences 
from class being Lorna Coles who 
hobbled around on crutches and 
Kevin Savill who pretended to have 
a real cold. 
 

 
 
Extras for óTitanicô ? 
 
There was a suspicion that they 
feigned illness so that they could 
watch six nations rugby while 
everybody else went for a walk, but 
nothing could be proved!! In fact the 
whole class was dogged by illness 
and injury with Catherine sporting a 
black eye, Lynn with a heavily 
bandaged ankle and to cap the 
whole weekend on Sunday, Thelma 
fell on the dance floor and cut her 
head. Fortunately a medical team 
and newcomers to the party Rick & 
Margaret Dean took control and 
ensured she had the appropriate 
treatment. 
During the evening ceilidh we were 
entertained by the Symonds Yat 
Singers, The Coles Watkins trio 
(Lorna Graham and Helen playing 
their respective saxophones), 
Marcusô poems, Fiona Grant who 
danced a Hebridean clog dance 
 

 
 
Dalriada and the Saxophone Trio 
 
and Catriona Forward and friends 
who showed us a new Olympic 
category. Brian Machin and Pat 
Fish gave the BBC a run for their 
money with an excellent rendition of 
The Two Ronnies and finally Joan & 

Co made us laugh with ñThe 
Coopers Wifeò 
This was complemented by a very 
enjoyable evenings dancing and of 
course a fringe Ceilidh followed, 
proving to be a lively affair with 
many people staying until the early 
hours of Sunday morning. 
Sunday morning classes passed as 
well as expected after a late night 
and following a final lunch we all 
departed feeling that Symonds Yat 
had passed its test as a suitable 
venue for future weekends. 
 
Kevin Savill 
 
Life beyond Bristol........ 
 
At Weston-super-Mare we have a 
newly built pier, a superb sandy 
beach, a tide that almost emigrates 
to Wales and a Scottish country 
dancing class! 
We have a mixed class of dancers, 
some with more than 30yrs dancing 
experience and lesser experienced 
dancers, integrated all in one class, 
it works well. A lot of laughter and 
friendly banter adds to the 
enjoyment of good dancing and fun 
on Monday evenings. We even 
provide free tea and biscuits! 
Yours truly was honoured to be 
asked to be MC on the Friday 
evening at the RSCDS Bristol 
dancing weekend at the Paddocks 
Hotel in March 2011. A lot of 
preparation, bags of enthusiasm 
and the desire to see happy 
dancing seemed to pay off. 
I certainly enjoyed the evening and 
what better way to spend my 
special birthday [also Angelaôs 
birthday]. Many thanks for the 
birthday cake. Good job there were 
not candles for each year of my life 
ï might have set off fire alarms! 
The rest of the weekend went 
equally well and the ceilidh items 
deservedly had much praise. Pity 
we couldnôt drink the tap water!! 
 
Pat Fishéé..(and her forkôandle) 
 

 



Page 4 

GEORGE CREEôS 90
TH

 
BIRTHDAY 
 

 
 
The display team with George and 
his grandsons 

 
One of the highlights of this year for 
the display team was to be invited 
by our RSCDS óhonoraryô member 
George Cree to dance at his 90

th
 

birthday party at St Monicaôs in 
February. About 40 of his family and 
friends gathered for drinks and a 
meal in a beautifully decorated hall 
with a slideshow covering all 
aspects of Georgeôs long and 
interesting life.  
 
 
The venues for our 6 displays this 
year have varied considerably, from 
the student canteen at UWE for a 
lunchtime Burns display, to the 
team trying to make an attempt at 
advanced line dancing at the Civil 
Service Club (no walkthroughs 
here).  The line dancers were very 
keen participants of Scottish 
Country Dancing.  
 

 
 
Trish, Ruth and Kevin with the line 
dancers 
 

Fortunately the sun shone over  
Raglan Castle, where the team put 
on an exemplary display of a reel 
and strathspey medley at the South 
Wales Festival of Dance. We were 
the only representatives from this 
side of Walesô eastern border and 

were proud to have a team of 6 men 
and 6 women. 
 

 
 
The team showed that they had 
been working very hard on their 
covering. 
 

 
 
 
We meet on a Monday once a 
month and our next engagement is 
for St Andrewôs night éso please 
come along to the class on Sept 26, 
Oct 31 and Nov 21 or have a chat 
with me on a Thursday. This class 
is open to everyone.  We choose 
the team from those who are 
available and would like to take 
part. 
 
Barbara Savill 
 

 
 
Angela, Diana, Ruth and Margaret 
relaxing after the Civil Service Club 
display 
 
EDITORS COMMENT 
 

As previously mentioned the display 
team under the tutelage of Barbara 
Savill has been extremely 
successful in promoting Scottish 
Country Dancing in Bristol as well 
as bringing in a steady stream of 
revenue to the branch. I know that 
Barbara would like to increase the 

numbers on Mondays and is keen 
to point out that the display team is 
not an elite section of Bristol 
RSCDS. Any body can participate 
and she would encourage all who 
are prepared to give their time. 
Members give their time for nothing 
but the costs involved such as hire 
of hall, are usually more than 
covered by the fee charged to the 
client. If you would like to know 
more please speak to Barbara. 
 
Kevin Savill 
 
 
THE INTER-VARSITY FOLK 
DANCE FESTIVAL  
 
IVFDF is the UKôs national student 
folk festival, and the countryôs 
longest running folk festival. IVFDF 
has been held at a different 
university each year since the first 
one was held in Leeds in 1951.  
This year in February, it returned to 
Bristol for the first time since 1957 
to celebrate the Festivalôs 60

th
 

anniversary. 
The festival is open to students, 
non-students, never-been-a 
student, dancers, folkies, ceilidh 
monsters for a packed weekend of 
music, dancing, ceilidhs, 
workshops, sessions, gigs, dance 
displays and this year, a Morris 
marathon in Millennium Square. 
The Scottish Dance at the festival 
was supported by the RSCDS. 
Dalriada played for the evening 
dance where Corryvrechan 
performed an interval slot. 
A Scottish Country Dance workshop 
was taken by Barbara Savill, and a 
Scottish and Cape Breton workshop 
by Fiona Grant. 
Indoor camping at the student union 
reached full capacity of 325, but 
overall there were at least 600 
participants. 
Next year it moves on to Aberdeen. 
 
Barbara Savill 
 

 


