
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A message from our Chairman – Margaret Chambers 

Oh dear, reminded to provide Martin some 

copy for the Newsletter, what should I 

say?  I looked back at past newsletters 

and saw many different approaches to 

such messages, what to do? 

Putting prevarication aside I have decided 

to talk a little about our “raison d’être” 

which is to “advance the education of the 

public in Scottish Country Dancing”.  

Whilst perhaps not actively conscious of 

this, much Committee discussion is 

focussed in this area: 

How to attract more people, word of 

mouth is key, do you share your 

enjoyment with your non-dancing friends?  

Why not bring someone along to our taster 

evening on September 14 

Is the location suitable?  The main hall 

is a beautiful venue for the main class, we 

enjoy the "give" in the floor but slipping is 

an issue. The hard floor in the Atrium has 

been mitigated by the portable floor 

covering, but for some this remains an 

issue. It takes significant time to set up, 

even more with the extra furniture now in 

the Atrium. This year the Trust have made 

decisions which have had a major impact 

on our dancing and we have no certainty 

what the future holds, as a result we are 

once more re-assessing our current venue 

against alternatives. 

 

Teaching approach?  All our teachers 

are RSCDS qualified, with varying 

experience, styles and confidence levels, 

all put in a lot of work before each class.  

Different people prefer one teacher or 

another so we are happy that variety is 

important. Looking towards the future, the 

further development of our younger 

teachers is essential and we will be 

offering them more opportunities to teach 

the main class. I’m sure you are all aware 

of the challenge our teachers face, our 

skills, physical abilities and expectations 

differ; I just hope that, in the main, they 

enjoy the classes as much as we do, 

despite that we sometimes appear to need 

their guidance repeated several times and 

in different ways. I would like to thank all 

the teachers for their hard work and 

commitment. 
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We have introduced Mentors aiming to 

increase beginner attendance and 

retention. The initiative has been well 

received by our beginners and those 

approached to take on the Mentor role 

have done so positively.  The key 

characteristic we looked for in mentors is 

“a regular dancer who can fit the patterns 

of a dance together with relative ease and 

who demonstrates awareness and support 

for their partner in ‘beginner type’ dances”.  

Please note, if you have performed this 

role, informally, for many years, then likely 

you were not approached; we felt you had 

done your bit and it was time for others to 

pick up the mantle. Thank you to everyone 

who has encouraged and supported our 

beginners in this or earlier years 

Beyond the above, your Committee this 

year has had challenges, or, should I say 

opportunities! Within a Committee of 7, 5 

members were new to their roles, 9 

months on there has been a great deal 

learnt. We have had feedback that 4 years 

is too long to be Secretary or Treasurer.  

Over the summer we are reviewing related 

aspects of the Constitution, and plan to 

bring changes to you, to vote on, early 

next term. 

Looking forward to the AGM our 

continuing Committee members will be: 

Chairman - Margaret Chambers; 

Treasurer - David Wells; Tickets - Helen 

Watkins; Catering - Margaret Pinder.  We 

have a volunteer for membership 

secretary, but our current focus is to find 

members willing to take on the roles of 

Chair Elect and Secretary.  Please give 

this some thought and speak to Trish or 

myself if you want to know more.  In the 

end Committee members are just Local 

association members who realise that we 

all have a part to play to ensure the 

branch flourishes. 

I would like to finish with a personal 

reflection on the dancing year. Other than 

not working (retired Oct 2016) why have I 

enjoyed this dancing year so much? 

- As Chairman I have felt an increased 

responsibility towards other dancers, what 

has surprised me is the pleasure this has 

given me: to help someone complete a 

dance better than they expected they 

could; encouraging repeats of dances 

which were favourites in my early dancing 

years; an older dancer may  enjoy that 

they can have confidence in their partner 

(usually!); to actively select a weaker set 

to increase it's chances of team success. 

The reward?  A beaming smile that 

conveys a sense of achievement or 

satisfaction! 

- Being part of the Programme Committee, 

thinking about dance variety and balance, 

not just my favourites, I hope you have 

enjoyed our recent Programmes.   

- 1-2 years on from my hip replacement I 

feel 10 years younger, I admire all of you, 

not so lucky, who keep going despite 

physical struggles. 

- With no concern about time off work. I 

have enjoyed my first Winter School, my 

first Guernsey Weekend and am currently 

looking forward to Summer afternoon 

dancing in Ross.  It is nice sometimes to 

have no responsibility for the success of 

an event. 

- Seeing George Meikle smile as the set in 

front of him helped a newcomer through a 

dance, knowing the smile was so 

supportive of the efforts of all the set, 

knowing I am part of a “friendly” group of 

dancers! 

To wrap up, thank you to all for your 

continued support of the branch, enjoy 

your Summer, and see you in September.



Secretary’s Annual Report 2016-17

We have now been established as a 

Branch of the RSCDS for 55 years, and 

with 72 full members and 7 life members, 

Bristol has continued to play a lively role 

within the Society and as part of the 

community.   

We have enjoyed dancing every Thursday 

in the St. Monica Trust Oatley Hall in Cote 

Lane, Westbury-on-Trym between 

September and July where we have held 

two classes, one for our more practised 

members to be further extended, and one 

in which there is an opportunity to practise 

skills and to learn basic steps. Both 

classes have had the benefit of two 

teachers each, who interchange as 

necessary.   Our intermediate class has a 

steady clientele of approximately 40 

dancers per evening, and although the 

attendance to our skills section has shown 

greater numbers over this year, the 

variability of this makes the passing of 

knowledge quite a challenge!    

Nevertheless, the good grounding is 

evident when the classes mix. This year a 

mentor scheme was introduced wherein 

some of our more experienced dancers 

kept an eye on the newer folk to make 

sure that someone was looking after them, 

and this has proved to boost confidence 

and enhance the enjoyment of each 

dance for us all.   

Besides these two regular classes, 

anyone who attends Bristol Branch is 

invited to attend a monthly evening to 

improve their technique.    

Our thanks go to Cheryl Ayers, Graham 

Coles, Lynn Robinson and Barbara Savill 

who make enormous efforts in preparing 

each lesson, and then delivering each of 

these with clarity and in such good 

humour, however their pupils respond!     

Residents from the St. Monica environs 

are welcomed to watch, and we have a 

drum accompaniment from one 

gentleman, and George Cree, who is now 

an honorary member, is on hand most 

weeks to open the door for us.     

We had great fun on 10th November 

performing the Pudsey Dance and from 

which we raised £20.45 for Children in 

Need.        

Clive Warren-Smith was elected to serve 

on the Management Board of the Society, 

and Marion Warren-Smith acted as our 

delegate at the RSCDS AGM.   We are 

grateful for their interest and application. 

As usual, we have had a busy year 

organising our annual events.    Our New 

Season Dance was held on 15th October 

at the Oatley Hall, for which we sold out of 

tickets!   Marian Anderson played for us, 

Barbara Savill MC’d, and we had a 

fantastic evening.     The programme was 

an interesting one, with a few challenging 

dances, but everyone coped.    We moved 

the usual seats from the side of the hall 

which gave us more room to dance, and 

the American Supper rendered a delicious 

variety of food.    

One of our biggest events of the year is 

always the Day School and Dance, and 

2016 was no exception.   On 12th 

November, David Queen came to teach at 

St. Peter’s Hall in Henleaze,  and James 

Grey accompanied him on the piano.   

Andrew Lyon joined James for the 

evening dance to add to the music with his 

accordion, and David himself became 

tempted to participate with his fiddle!    

Twenty-nine newer dancers attended the 

morning session, 40 more experienced 

dancers in the afternoon, with 59 of us 

gathering for the dance later on when 

Fiona Grant MC’d.   The whole day was 



most successful.    Two comments 

received were “an excellent line up of 

teacher and musicians so that everyone 

enjoyed it” and “the whole of the day was 

excellent with a great atmosphere”.   As 

ever, our members came to the fore to 

provide soup, rolls, cheese and fruit for 

tea as well as coffee, tea and cakes for 

each breaktime.   

On 4th February 2017 we held our 

Newcomer’s Dance at the Oatley Hall 

where 74 people gladly danced to Phill 

Jones and Sue Jennings   Newer dancers 

from Bristol, Westbury, Uphill, Wedmore 

and Bath were welcomed by our more 

regular attendees, and Barbara Savill 

enabled us all to manoeuvre through the 

varied programme of dances with 

success, so that it was an evening of great 

fun!   

Soon after this, in March, between the 10-

12th, 72 of us went down to Dawlish 

Warren in Devon for our residential 

weekend at the Langstone Cliff Hotel.    

There was a mixture of regular, improving 

and new dancers, and it would seem that 

everyone had a good time.    On Friday 

evening Maggie Kirkup motivated us all 

with a programme of well-known dances, 

Fiona Grant performed the role of Ceilidh 

Master on Saturday night with verve, 

including a number of topical dances in 

the evening’s entertainment, scattered 

amongst which were some fine ‘turns’!    

Graham Coles took over the role after the 

official ceilidh, and some of us danced 

until very late...    Janet Johnston was our 

visiting teacher, and with her dry sense of 

humour taught us a range of figures and 

dances on both Saturday and Sunday 

mornings, to the accompaniment of Judith 

and Ian Muir, who played brilliantly and 

appeared to be loving it all as much as us!    

Brian Machin had organised a walk to 

Dawlish on Saturday afternoon, where 

treasure hunters had to spot certain 

objects, numbers, words, etc. to win an 

Easter egg!    This weekend  is always a 

happy occasion, and thanks should be 

given  to our sub-committee of Barbara 

Savill, Clive Robinson and Brian Machin 

who make great efforts behind the scenes 

to ensure that all the different activities 

move smoothly from one to the other and 

that the entire event runs according to 

plan (well – nearly anyway!). 

Our Summer Dance was also a hit!    On 

20th May 52 people gathered at the 

Newman Hall in Westbury-on-Trym to 

dance to Ian Slater, who excelled himself.   

Alan Cottle was our MC on this occasion 

and delivered clear instructions over an 

excellent programme of dances.       

Lastly, Peter Wright and Pat Fish 

organised our Summer Fling at the Ubley 

Village Hall on 9th July between 2 and 6 

o’clock in the afternoon.    As usual, the 

sun shone, but however hot they got, 

none of the dancers wanted to risk 

missing any dance.    Everyone is 

encouraged to name their favourite dance 

from which a programme was selected , 

walked and danced  with the help of CD’s.    

This year, Peter had arranged for a 

caterer to produce a choice of dishes 

during the late afternoon, which was 

delicious, and it was so good not to have 

to wash-up!     The whole event cost each 

person £5.00.    A relatively new addition 

to our calendar, this is an event that we 

never  wish to abandon!     Many thanks to 

Peter and Pat for all their hard work in 

organising this.  

Finally, there are, as in any community, 

the quiet unsung heroes who perform 

duties that enhance and enable our 

Branch activities and we should try to offer 

in a report such as this our appreciation of 

their contributions.  People like Alan 

Pinder who is currently maintaining our 

web-site most effectively.     People like 

Peter Wright who is ever-available for 



advice on most areas of the RSCDS, and 

who has an intimate knowledge of the 

bands, teachers, instrumentalists, etc. and 

readily makes contacts prior to our 

engagement of them for our events.   

People like Heather Toomer and Pat 

Wells who ensure that there is water and 

squash available throughout our activities.  

And people like Clive Robinson who 

always brings the Notice Board, keeps it 

up-to–date, and is ever-ready with his 

camera at every opportunity so that we 

can look back and smile at memorable 

occasions through the year. To all these 

folk – thank you so much, for without your 

constant attention our Branch would not 

be so enjoyable, efficient, effective or 

energised!          

Patricia Machin      

Honorary Secretary 

 

 

 Dates for Your Diary 

14
th

 September : Term starts:  ‘taster session’ to 

welcome new dancers;    This will be a free evening, 

so please come along to help! 

October 14
th: 

New Season Dance   -  dancing to 
Strathallan  at St. Monica’s Oatley   Hall 

October 26
th

:  an alternative venue - come and trial 
Frenchay Village Hall – free evening. 

November 11
th: 

Day School and Dance  -  with Tom 
McKinlay and Bob Shakespeare at St. Monica’s Oatley 
Hall for the classes and then at St. Peter’s, Henleaze  
for the evening dance. 

November 23
rd

: Branch AGM – a chance for you to 
come and have your say and meet your new commit-
tee members - for free of course!      

December 14
th

: Term ends – a fun evening with 

mince pies and mulled wine.    



The Dancing Year – our teachers’ perspective

It has been quite a varied year, coping 

with both the unexpected, and the 

inevitable. We thank all the members who 

attend on as regular a basis as possible, 

and there have been good numbers at 

each class despite fluctuations due to 

family commitments, injuries, illness and 

lots of holiday absences.   

We have worked on dances from our 

social programmes so as to improve 

confidence and technique. We have also 

worked on dances from the RSCDS core 

repertoire and those on the DAA 

curriculum so as to enable our dancers to 

attend events where a level of 

competence is expected. We have tackled 

and enjoyed the dances from Book 50, 

written by young dancers, coping well with 

their speed and intricacy, some of which 

will become class favourites. 

In the summer the atrium was not 

available for the beginners’ class so we 

used this opportunity to run a combined 

class refresher course. This enabled the 

newer dances to consolidate their basic 

skills in a larger but supportive group and 

learn a few more complex formations with 

confidence. At the same time our 

experienced dancers were able to revise 

these essential formations and footwork. 

We are very grateful to Lynn and Graham 

for their enthusiasm in running the 

beginners’ class. During the next season, 

in our aim to improve everyone's 

experience, the atrium class will in future 

be called the "SKILLS" class. In this class 

we can accommodate not only those 

completely new to SCD but also quickly 

assess new members  who may have 

done some form of dancing in the past, 

always with the aim of moving dancers 

into the main class as soon as they will 

comfortably cope. 

At the monthly Monday class this year we 

have enjoyed a fun and focussed dancing 

environment for more experienced 

dancers where we look at interesting 

dances and those which could be used for 

displays. 

At all our classes we try to encourage a 

lively social spirit accompanied by the 

pride of good dancing and we look forward 

to seeing you all in September. 

Barbara and Cheryl 

 

 

 

 

 

Day School Dance 



Residential Course – November 2017

What do people associate with the month 

of March - the beginning of Spring, mad 

March hares, daffodils?  Not if you are a 

Bristol Scottish Country dancer.  March 

means packing up kilts and frocks and 

getting away from it all for a splendid 

weekend of dancing and socialising, 

eating and drinking.  

A lively start was made with Friday night’s 

dance, MC’d by Maggie Kirkup.  The 

programme, with many of our favourite 

dances, combined with the terrific music 

from Judith and Ian Muir raised our spirits 

and put a spring into our steps.   

On Saturday morning we admired Janet 

Johnston’s consummate skill in managing 

the large hall full of enthusiastic, and 

somewhat talkative, dancers.  Her witty 

and helpful comments soon gained our full 

attention. 

The afternoon found us clutching paper 

and pencil as we tackled a quiz trail.  

Prepared by Tricia and Brian, the 

entertaining quiz in search of wild 

chimpanzees, took us around the centre of 

Dawlish and opened our eyes to never-

before noticed details. 

Saturday night’s Ceilidh had a different 

feel this year.  Fiona Grant, as MC, 

included a number of party dances in the 

programme; a fresh insight into the 

Scottish dance tradition for many of us, 

and great fun. Ceilidh items provided 

entertaining breaks, and culminated in our 

singing a French traditional song, led by 

Denise - a poignant end to her year of 

dancing with us. 

Sunday morning was, as usual, a 

challenge for feet and brains.  Janet was a 

very forgiving teacher as we struggled with 

even the most basic instructions and 

figures.  However everything was very 

good humoured and with Janet's help and 

the prospect of Sunday lunch we made it 

through. 

Each year we all look forward with eager 

anticipation to this weekend and 2017 

certainly did not disappoint.  Very many 

thanks to all those involved in making it 

another weekend to remember. 

Ros and Angela 

 

 

 

 

 

Pat had just told the one about the Bishop and 

the rubber duck. 

Our Birthday 

Cake 



A Trip to Tatarstan – May 2017

Immediately after organising the 

International branch event in Cyprus, I 

thought to have a bit of a holiday: flying 

from Cyprus to Moscow with Russian 

friends Anastasiya Egorova and Pavel 

Dvornikov , heading for the Spring School 

of Scottish Dancing in Russia. 

(http://www.scottishdance.ru/en/school/spr

ing-school/spring-school-2017)  

This annual event was held in Kazan, 

Tatarstan at the confluence of the 

Kazanka and mighty River Volga; a couple 

of plane hours journey east of Moscow. 

The historic centre of the old city is a 

World Heritage site and reflects its 

importance as a trading centre on the 

Volga trade route from Scandinavia to 

Baghdad, its population descended from 

Bulgars, Kipchaks, and Tatars of the 

Golden Horde; a city of Russian Orthodox 

golden domes and Sunni Islam minarets. 

Restful it was not to be, as I was asked at 

the last minute to take on teaching 

Scottish country dancing and step dancing 

classes when the invited teacher was 

unable to obtain his visa in time. If it had 

not been for the enormous help given to 

me by the expert teachers and dancers on 

the Cyprus trip, I would not have been 

able to put together a series of classes, 

planned at the last minute as a tour 

around various step dance styles: Cape 

Breton and Scottish step dance, Scottish 

Ladies’ step, Ontario Canadian step, 

English clog, and Scottish country dance.  

Over the week-end, Ian and Judith Muir 

provided the most apt and expert music 

for my classes on the spur of the moment, 

in addition to their commitments to playing 

for Malcolm Brown and Jim Stott who 

were teaching country dancing. Deryck  

Mitchelson was teaching highland dance, 

and had a very accomplished Russian 

piper, Anatoly Isaev, to play for him.   

The enthusiasm of the dancers at every 

class was reflected in their unflagging 

energy over the week-end; and the 

presentation of the team entries for the 

dance competition was stunning in the 

variety of imaginative choreography. 

Malcolm Brown had a very difficult job 

judging who was to be awarded the cup. 

The Ball was magnificent with nearly 200 

dancers enjoying Ian and Judith’s rousing 

sets. Many groups had arrived from all 

over Russia: from St Petersburg in the 

north to as far east as Vladivostock. One 

dancer in my class had travelled from Iran, 

and she told me she had to go abroad to 

satisfy her passion for dancing. 

 

Next year, the Krasnodar Scottish 

Dancers will be taking the lead in 

organising the Spring School in Anapa, a 

resort on the Black Sea coast in the south 

of Russia. For the more adventurous 

dancer, it will be a wonderful opportunity 

to dance and holiday in a historically and 

culturally fascinating location. 

Fiona Grant 



 

Dancing Day 12th November 2016

Although this was a Day of Scottish 

Dancing, i.e. morning and afternoon 

classes plus a Dance in the evening, as a 

beginner, I only attended the morning 

session which had been advertised as 

suitable for those with limited experience.  

It felt good to be dancing at the start of the 

day rather than in the evening and in a 

large new venue with many enthusiastic 

dancers. I learnt during the course of the 

morning that many folk had travelled many 

miles to take part. I also think that both my 

head and my feet were more inclined to 

learning earlier in the day! Our tutor was 

very clear in what he would like us to do 

or, perhaps better phrased, what he 

expected us to do which he demonstrated 

with great expertise and enthusiasm.  He 

had an eagle eye which helped him to 

identify those who needed a little extra 

help! The morning very much helped me 

to better understand what I am aiming to 

achieve with regards to the different 

techniques and movements of Scottish 

Dancing and I think I made some progress 

towards these goals in the course of the 

Dancing Day morning.  

The icing on the cake for me was that we 

carried out our exercises and then the 

dances accompanied by very sympathetic 

and melodic piano accompaniment. 

Patsy Hudson 

 

 

 

 

 

Just look at those arms! That’s how to do it! 

What CAN Andrew have been praying for? 



Day School Memories

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

 

 

 

 

“When shall we three meet again …” “I can stand the pain, Joan.” 

The ‘Hokey-Cokey’ had been the most 

successful of all our dances, though there was 

some confusion as to whether it was “Left foot 

in” or “Right foot in”… 
…and not everyone knew which way 

to go in the Conga either. 

Musician’s verdict on our 

Strathspey setting 

Thank goodness 

SOMEONE’S 

getting it RIGHT! 


