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  Crossing the 
Severn 
 

ne  pleasantly sunny 
afternoon in June, a small 
group from the Bristol 

branch set off to cross the wide 
muddy estuary of the Severn and 
venture abroad to the wilds of 
Wales. “The Arena at Carleon” 
conjures up challenging images 
from "The Gladiator" and pictures 
of Christians and lions being 
"butchered to make a Roman 
holiday".  
 
Would the teams of Celtic dancers 
in their traditional garb, many of 
the women in virginal white, win 
the plaudits of the crowd and the 
thumbs up from the imperator of 
the games? Would their blood stain 
the sandy floor of the arena, 
momentarily, until it was raked 
over and another group of hopefuls 
danced for their very lives? 
 
What would be the retribution for 
an innocent mistake made in 
Brecon in March, our 
demonstration dance composed by 
Peter Wright: incurring the wrath 
of the gods, death or at least 
banishment, never to enter the 
doors of our class in Sts Peter and 
Paul school again? 
 
 

 
No such dire fate awaited us. 
RSCDS South Wales Branch 
hosted a fine Festival of Dance, 
with seven other dance groups in 
the arena at Caerleon, near 
Newport. The nearest we got to 
lions, if you will forgive the pun, 
was getting the lines right in 
relation to the band. However, 

there was still a certain air of 
tension amongst the demonstration 
teams, even though the event was 
non-competitive, because we all 
knew that we were dancing in front 
of a well-informed audience of 
about 120.  
 
We were also dancing in a setting 
redolent with history, because the 
arena is attached to what was one 
of the major legionary fortresses 
dating from the early years of the 
Roman invasion nearly two 
thousand years ago. However, there 
was no blood and no sand, only a 
slightly irregular and very energy 
absorbent turf. Between the 
demonstrations there was just the 
right amount of social dancing in 
which to relax. Alex Gray, well-
known as a teacher and devisor of 
dances, was the M.C. and the 
Lothian Scottish Dance Band 
provided brilliant musical support, 
both in the afternoon and for the 
evening dance which followed in 
the local comprehensive school 
hall.  
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 Keeping 
Warm in 
Pitlochry 
 

he idea of holidaying in 
Scotland during the dreich 
days of February would not 

strike most folk as sensible, but the 
scottish country dancers who 
attended the RSCDS very first 
winter school in Pitlochry earlier 
this year found the climate 
invigorating. 
This was in no small part due to the 
energy and enthusiasm of the 
teachers, the fine facilities provided 
by the Atholl Palace Hotel staff and 
the bracing snowy air which made 
a trip to the Edradour Distillery an 
ideal excuse for a short fresh air 
walk one afternoon. 

 
 
 
The final highlight of the long 
week-end was a Highland Ball at 
Blair Castle, where a frosty full 
moon lit our way, the bagpipes 
greeted our arrival, and the warmth 
of the fire in the ballroom soon 
melted the icy muscles, ready to 
dance to the band who were sat 
under the watchful eye of Neil 
Gow’s portrait. 
Prospective future applicants 
should keep their eyes peeled for 
application forms: next year is sure 
to be over-subscribed. 

 
 
 
 

Adventurous 
Dancing in 
France 
 

eptember sees a group from 
RSCDS Bristol getting out 
their French phrase books, 

and packing their kilts and pumps 
for a week of good company, 
dancing, and excellent food and 
wine in the Langedoc region of SW 
France. 
Benefiting from the expert 
organisational skills of Marcus 
Ashman, contact has been made 
with the Montpelier branch of the 
RSCDS, and an evening of dancing 
together is planned.  
Some of their members also plan to 
join us on other evenings during the 
week, as we meet at different 
villages each evening to 
demonstrate some Scottish Country 
Dances. The idea is to fill the 
village square with the music of 
High Ferguson and Martin Cairns, 
demonstrate a few Scottish Country 
Dances, and persuade the local 
audience to join in, before sampling 
the cuisine of the local hostlery.  
With canoeing, walking, caves, 
cheese-making, wine-tasting, and 
medieval towns to visit, the Auld 
Alliance should be forged anew. 

Joys and 
Chores  
 

ne of the j(ch)o(r)y(e)s of 
being Chairman for two 

years is having (the chance) to 
write to you all at the beginning of 
each season once again to exhort 
you to new heights in the world of 
Scottish terpsichore, a word, I 
notice, that my spell-checker does 
not recognise.  
 
You and I both (this is of course 
addressed to you alone!) know that 
Terpsichore was the muse of choral 
song and dance, the etymology (for 
which I am indebted to the ever 
reliable Mr. Chambers) being from 
the Classical Greek terpein, to 
enjoy, and choros, dance and that 
after all is what we are about, 
enjoyment of Scottish Country 
Dancing.   
 
In pursuance of that we meet again 
for a new season on Thursday 7th 
September and your committee has 
once again invited Peter Wright to 
take the general class at Aberdeen 
Road.   
 
During last season it became 
apparent that the arrangements we 
had made for new dancers were not 
effective so for next season we are 
embarking on a new venture in that 
we shall be running a separate 
beginners/newcomers class at 
Redland Parish Church Hall on 
Redland Green on Mondays under 
the aegis of Barbara de Winton, 
your Chairman-elect.  Any of you 
who can get there to help and 
encourage both Barbara and the 
beginners will be most welcome.  
In the meantime I remind you of 
last year’s invitation to spread the 
word amongst your acquaintance 
and persuade them to give it a try. 

T 

S 

O 

The Atholl Palace Hotel 
Home to the RSCDS Winter School 

Inside the ballroom of the castle 
at Blair Atholl 
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You know of course what a 
successful season we had for the 
end of the millennium, the success 
being measured not only in 
financial terms but also in terms of 
the consistently high numbers 
attending classes.  It is extremely 
encouraging to the teacher and the 
committee to see their efforts so 
well rewarded, and I hope that 
things will continue in the same 
vein in the coming season. 
 
Building on the spirit engendered, 
not just last season but 
cumulatively over the past few 
years, your committee has decided 
to hold, for the first time since the 
memory of man runneth not to the 
contrary (1185), a branch Burns 
Supper.  Dancing will of course 
happen, but for once will take 
second place to the usual 
shenanigans associated with 
celebration of the life and works of 
the nation’s greatest poet.  Mark 
the date - 3rd February 2001 - now 
and wait for further details.  It 
should be great fun. 
 
Finally, the work of the Chairman 
is made immeasurably easier by the 
dedication of the members of the 
committee. To those members who 
have served during my tenure of 
the chair I say a warm “thank you!” 
but in particular I am deeply 
indebted to both Caroline Dunn and 
Lesley Terry for their invaluable 
contribution to the work of the 
Branch as Secretaries during that 
tenure.   
 
I look forward to seeing you (and 
the other members!) in the new 
season, refreshed re-invigorated 
and ready terpein! 
 
Stuart Grant 
Chairman 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hay Tor! 
 

S in previous years the 
Bristol Branch enjoyed a 
Springtime dancing week-

end away in March. For this 
Millennium Year, Marcus had 
(with Holiday Fellowship) arranged 
that we went to Haytor, Dartmoor, 
a few miles from Bovey Tracey. 
Barbara and Peter kept us alert and 
on our toes for the Friday evening 
and Saturday morning sessions, 
with the musical assistance of 
Hugh Ferguson and Martin Cairns. 
On Saturday afternoon Andrew 
Smith took a party (22 of us) for a 
five-mile circular tour over the 
moor to see some of the moor’s 
spectacular crags. During the walk 
we found evidence of the 6-mile 
tramway (closed in 1858) used to 
carry granite for the British 
Museum and the National Gallery.  
Saturday evening was more hectic 
as we all (44 of us) donned our best 
attire and was coached off to Exeter 
for the Annual Ball of the RSCDS 
Exeter Branch. Held in the great 
Hall of the University, Hugh and 
the Dalriada Band filled it with 
magnificent music to get us 
throught the 22 dance programme. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
An extra dance on the programme 
celebrated the wedding of Prince 
Andrew: the dance The Earl and 
Countess of Wessex was composed 
by Joan Ferguson who instructed us 
expertly. 
After the excellent dinner, an hour 
later our legs were beginning to 
stiffen. But Hugh’s playing 
loosened the joints, and a few 
hardies were ready for even more 
dancing after our midnight return.  
Nevertheless dancing into the wee 
sma’ oors did not prevent all from 
joining Peter at the Sunday 
morning class, and then sitting 
down to a splendid Sunday lunch.  
Our accommodation, food and 
weather could not be faulted and 
was likened to summer in a 4 star 
hotel, except for Stuart’s bagpipes 
first thing in the morning! Another 
unusual feature was the chandelier 
in the lounge: only two were made, 
one for the QE2 liner and a spare if 
things went wrong. They didn’t, so 
it’s at Haytor. 
We’re all looking forward to next 
March, although there has been 
some muttering about writing 
novels as well as dancing, not 
forgetting either the opportunity to 
improve your table tennis. 

A 

 
Keen for even more exercise after a morning at dance class, the Bristol branch 
get ready to follow the kilted green man onto Dartmoor to scale the heights of 
Hay Tor. And still there was energy left for the Exeter Ball in the evening! 
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Winter Class Season 
Dates Announced 

lasses will be held each 
Monday and Thursday 
evenings, throughout the 

winter. 
Elementary/Beginners 
Redland Parish Church Hall, 
Redland Green Road.  
Mondays 7.45 – 9.15pm               
18 September – 11 December 2000 
8 Janury – 2 April 2001 
Teacher: Barbara de Winton 
Intermediate/Advanced 
Sts Peter & Paul School,   
Aberdeen Road, Redland 
Thursdays 7.30 – 10.00pm             
7 September – 21 December 2000 
11 January – 5 April 2001            
26 April – 14 June 2001 
Dance Evenings 
2000: 26 October, 23 November, 
21 December . 
2001: 1 March, 5 April, 14 June. 
 
Dance 2000/1 
Diary Dates 

eep your dance shoes at 
the ready for: 

New Season Dance on 7 October 
with Peter and Edna at St Peter’s, 
Henleaze. 
Day School and Dance after on 11 
November at the Newman Hall 
with Peter, Edna and Jimmy 
Coleman. 
Come to the Newcomers Dance at 
Monks Park School on 27 January 
with Hugh and the Dalriada Band. 
Enjoy a Burns Supper and Dance 
on 3 February at St Peters, 
Henleaze. 
Begin Summer on 19 May at 
Clifton College Preparatory School 
Hall with Green Ginger. 
Day School 2000 
Have a go at the day school with 
Roy Goldring , a well known and 
popular dance devisor. An all day 
school at the Newman Hall on 11 
Nov 00. 
Festival of Dance 2001 
Join Hugh and Joan Ferguson and 
the Dalriada Band at a festival of 
dance in the City of Bristol Council 
House on  9 June 2001. 
Bristol Branch 
Committee 99/00 
Stuart Grant: 0117 924 7800 
Chairman 
Barbara de Winton: 0117 962 2724 
Chairman-Elect 
Lesley Terry: 0117 942 0948 
Secretary 
Ruth Davies: 0117 968 3057 
Treasurer 
Andrew Smith: 0117 962 9533 
Ticket Secretary 
Barbara Claxton: 0117 962 3976 
Publicity 

Mike Jackson: 0117 973 4914 
Catering 
Joan Ferguson: 01934 852091  
Class Teachers 99/00 
Peter Wright: 01761 462874 
Intermediate/Advanced 
Barbara de Winton: 0117 962 2724 
Beginners/Elementary 
Executive Council Representative 
Fiona Grant: 0117 924 3595 
Notice of Annual 
General Meeting 

 embers of the branch are 
invited to the AGM of 
RSCDS Bristol, to be 

held on Thursday 12 October 2000 
in the main hall of Sts Peter and 
Paul School, Aberdeen Road, 
Redland, Bristol at 8.30 pm. 
 Short and concise AGMs are the 
custom in Bristol and there is still 
time for a couple of hours dancing. 
As a special incentive no charge is 
made to members attending the 
dancing on the AGM evening. 
AGENDA 
1. Apologies for absence 
2. Minutes of RSCDS-Bristol 

AGM held on 21st October 
1999. 

3. Matters arising therefrom and 
not otherwise on the agenda. 

4. Secretary’s Report 
5. Treasurer’s Report and 

Accounts 
6. Committee Elections 
7. Any other Business 

(Items to the Hon. Secretary 
before the meeting please.) 

 

C 

K 

M 

Ceòlas is a unique music and 
dance summer school that 

explores the interconnections 
between Scottish traditional 

music, song and dance within 
the Gaelic community. 

 
There are classes in piping, 

fiddling, step dancing, Scotch 
Reels and Quadrilles, Gaelic 

language and song. 


