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Roy Goldring
Visits Bristol

After lunch, with Peter Wright
again matchless in providing soup
and rolls, the class increased by one
for the afternoon of Challenging
Dances. Again, a good time was
had by all. Roy has a very relaxed
style, but at the same time we were
in no doubt as to his requirements,
while being entertained by some
very apposite expressions such as
“Pushing your partner back like the
pig with the trough!”

O

n the evening of Friday
10th November, committee
members foregathered at
Hugh and Joan Ferguson’s home to
meet Roy and Doreen Goldring for
supper. Roy is a well-known
teacher and devisor of dances. This
pre-school gathering acts as an
icebreaker for both the teacher and
the committee. It means that the
teacher has a chance to relax after
the journey to Bristol, in this case
from Ilkley (of ba’t ‘at fame), and
has some faces to recognise at the
first class the following morning.
Saturday dawned wet and
miserable, but the first arrival was
there at 9.30, and a total of 45
people came to the morning class
from as far away as Oxford,
Cheltenham, Cardiff, Bridport and
Exmouth. After Doreen had taken
the warm-up, we had a very
enjoyable morning sharpening up
our dancing, with technique being
illustrated by some of Roy’s
simpler dances. He did not spend
too much time on our feet, but
placed a lot of emphasis on the use
of arms and the rest of the body in
the more social aspects of how one
relates to one’s partner and the set.

Hugh’s music leads the dancing
in the southwest of England.
And in France as well!
Being Remembrance Day, the class
observed a two minute silence at 11
o’clock as a sign of respect and
remembrance.

Hugh Ferguson gave us marvellous
accordion accompaniment and was
at times challenged as much as the
rest of us when a new tune was
dropped onto his music stand, and
he gave an instantaneous and
accomplished rendition.
The day was rounded off with a
dance where new arrivals
outnumbered those retiring from
the fray. Peter and Edna Russell
with Jimmy Coleman’s virtuoso
fiddle put life and mettle in our
heels until the end of the evening,
12 hours after the start of the
morning class.
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Men in Skirts
Stop Play

F

or one week in September,
the sight of men in skirts
stopped the nightly boules
tournament in small villages in the
Cévenne foothills as members of
Bristol RSCDS and friends set out
to dance al fresco.The plan was to
dance each night in different
villages surrounding the area where
Marcus and Jane have their holiday
home.

Learning English dances to
music from an Irish band,
taught in French
With remarkable foresight, the
week after the French fuel strike
had been selected for our dance
week – which meant we were
sampling Gallic hospitality instead
of experiencing the “fuel crisis” at
home. Despite earlier fears of no
transport, we all managed to meet
up on the Sunday for a (barefoot)
practice with Hugh and Joan before
launching ourselves as Les
Danseurs Ecossais.
We were joined on several
evenings by members of the
Montpellier RSCDS group: an

Discussing which way to orientate the sets before dancing in the village
square in Octon, southwest France.
interesting experience in
international relations which
caused some of us to revive our
rusting French vocabularies: A
droite! Suivez-moi! Hugh provided
the music and Joan the instruction
to enable us to encourage the local
spectators to join in. After some
hesitation, most evenings we had
lots of volunteers for the Gay
Gordons and the Dashing White
Sergeant. In fact some enjoyed it so
much that they turned up at other
venues: we had several groupies by
the end of the week.

The weather was remarkably kind,
allowing us to dance and eat out
each evening. At the dance in
Montpellier, we were treated to live
music from a local group who
played Irish music and taught us
English dances in French.
Our performance in the centre of
Lodève was recorded by the local
paper, which printed a photo of us,
and noted that “not only the
women’s skirts were flying!”
Our final evening in the little
village of Soubès brought us the
biggest crowd of all, and everyone
from toddlers to grandparents
wanted to dance.

New Class
Launched

T

he Committee’s decision to
launch a new class to meet
the needs of less
experienced and new dancers was
followed by an intensive
advertising campaign. On Monday
18th September, 24 curious but keen
recruits arrived at Redland Parish
Church Hall for an introductory
evening led by Barbara de Winton.
They all entered into the spirit of
the dance immediately, and the
Cumberland Reel and Dashing
White Sergeant presented little
problem.
But would they return for more?
There are now 27 regular dancers,
quickly learning allemandes, reels,
corners and poussettes with energy,
enthusiasm, and much hilarity. All
are eagerly waiting to try out their
new skills at the Newcomers’
Dance at the end of January in
Monks Park School.

Tickets for the dance, priced £7, are
available from Andrew Smith.
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Bristol Dance
Festival

Back to
School?

ur first Festival of Scottish
Country Dance is being
jointly organised by
Bristol RSCDS and Hugh Ferguson
and the Dalriada Band in the City
of Bristol Council House on
Saturday 9th June 2001.

he southwest was well
represented at the RSCDS
St Andrews Summer
School. Fiona and Ilona worked
hard during the first fortnight, Ilona
progressing last year from
elementary to intermediate, and this
year from advanced through very
advanced into the demonstration
team in the Younger Hall. She has
now returned to Krasnodar to pass
on her skills to her students.

O

Teams of up to 10 dancers are
invited from neighbouring groups
and further afield to participate in
an afternoon programme of massed
set dances, interspersed with
demonstration dances by teams
who volunteer in advance.

Members of the Bristol Pipe Band
will play outside the Council House
before 2 pm to set the scene and
encourage spectators, and will play
again during the afternoon
programme. Light refreshments
provided by the Council House
caterers will be on sale, and there
will be a break from 5.15 until
7.30pm to allow the opportunity for
an evening meal somewhere in
town for those who wish.
The day will finish with an evening
of informal social dancing. The
cost for the afternoon will be £40
for each team of dancers, and £8
per person for a ticket to the
evening dance. Programmes for the
afternoon and evening, together
with application forms, are
available from Joan Ferguson, tel.
01934-852091, or email:
joanferguson@beeb.net.
A

quick
spin
turn

T

Dance
Marathon

T

he biggest live music event
in the UK, was how BBC
Music Live was advertised, so
when we were invited to take part
and join in the British Lung
Foundation Dance Marathon in the
new Millennium Square at Bristol
Harbourside, this was an
opportunity not to be missed.
Our theme was that Scottish
country dancing is fun and is for
everyone. Following the Arabic
dancers, 5 sets of Scottish dancers
aged from 8 to 80 from RSCDS
Bristol, Westbury Scottish Club
and Clifton High School were
piped onto the stage by our
chairman Stuart Grant. We danced
to music of inestimable decibels,
having to compete with Flash
Harry on the other side of the
Square. It was a memorable
occasion. Will we ever dance for
such crowds again?

The second week of summer school
was embellished by the talents of
numerous musicians, all eager to
practise the accompaniment skills
they were learning. This first ever
musicians’ course was a terrific
success, and both dancers and
music students benefited from the
enthusiasm of the keyboard and
fiddle teachers.

Another week saw the arrival of
Andrew, Lesley, Jonathan, Louise
and her Mum Barbara, and then,
Aline, Jenny and Sheila. Jonathan
reports on excellent tuition, and a
noticeable improvement in his
dancing. He enjoyed the superb
music at the evening dances, and
was particularly impressed by the
MC’s clear and concise recaps for
each dance, which made them
popular with dancers of all abilities.

Dem Team 2000, St Andrews
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Class Dates 2001

C

winter.

lasses will be held each
Monday and Thursday
evenings, throughout the

Mondays 7.45 – 9.15pm
8 January – 2 April 2001

Barbara de Winton: 0117 962 2724
Chairman

Sts Peter & Paul School,
Aberdeen Road, Redland

Thursdays 7.30 – 10.00pm
11 January – 5 April 2001
26 April – 14 June 2001
Dance Evenings

2001: 1 March, 5 April, 14 June.

This promises to be a great
evening, and we look forward to
seeing you all then.

Committee 00/01

Lesley Terry: 0117 942 0948
Secretary
Ruth Davies: 0117 968 3057
Treasurer

Andrew Smith: 0117 962 9533
Ticket Secretary

Barbara Claxton: 0117 962 3976

Jonathan Goodall: 01225 310585
Jean Waller: 0117 942 1190

Class Teachers 00/01

he anniversary of Robert
Burns’ birth, 25th January,
is Scotland’s big night –
and in the rest of the world too.
Suppers are held all round the
world, with haggis served as the
centrepiece of the bill of fare, and
toasts are drunk to the Immortal
Memory of Scotland’s most famous
poet.
For the first time, RSCDS Bristol
will mark his birthday with a
supper and dance, in St Peter’s Hall
on Saturday 3rd February. Tickets
are already in demand, price £15
for a traditional four course supper
with dancing thro’ to midnight, and
are available from Andrew Smith.
There will be ceilidh dances as well
as country dances, so do bring
along your non-dancing partner and
friends as an introduction to
Scottish country dancing.

Join Hugh and Joan Ferguson and
the Dalriada Band at a Festival of
Dance in the City of Bristol
Council House on 9 June 2001.

Bristol Branch

Intermediate/Advanced

T

Festival of Dance 2001

Elementary/Beginners

Redland Parish Church Hall,
Redland Green Road.

Burns Supper
Haggis Time

RSCDS Bristol

Peter Wright: 01761 462874
Intermediate/Advanced

Barbara de Winton: 0117 962 2724
Beginners/Elementary

Executive Council Representative
Taking a circular route

Fiona Grant: 0117 924 3595

Dance 2001
Diary Dates

K

eep space in your new
diary and:

Come to the Newcomers’ Dance at
Monks Park School on 27 January
with Hugh and the Dalriada Band.
Enjoy a Burns’ Supper and Dance
on 3 February at St Peter’s,
Henleaze.

Begin Summer on 19 May at
Clifton College Preparatory School
Hall with Green Ginger.

At least someone is keeping
an eye on the other sets!
And who can that be with
hands in seeming despair on
her head?

