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joining in.
Your contribution is
invaluable to new dancers and
however long one has been
dancing it does no harm to ‘brush
up’ those steps and formations and
even the easiest of dances can
show us how to dance better as well
as being fun to do.

Welcome!

Do let the committee have any
comments or feedback on how you
think the class is going.

Welcome back to a new season of
Scottish dancing. I hope you have
all enjoyed a pleasant summer
whether you have been holidaying
or at home.

So, have a good dancing season
and enjoy reading about everything
that has been going on over the
summer and is yet to come.
Caroline Dunn
Chairman

We are now settling in to our new
venue at Badminton School and I
hope you are enjoying the new
surroundings.

We have started our new pattern in
the Thursday class. We start at
7pm with some warm ups, some
work on steps and formations and
‘easy’ dances, all with Barbara
teaching. Peter then takes over for
the second part of the evening.
We have had a number of new
dancers starting and I hope they are
enjoying the experience as they
learn to dance with us.
I do
encourage you all to support the
class and the newcomers by
arriving as early as you can and

Annual General Meetings
Our local Branch AGM was held on
Thursday 20 October at Badminton
School.
The
secretary and
treasurer
presented their summaries of the
year, we elected a new treasurer
and appointed a number of new
committee members (details at the
end of the newsletter).
Many
thanks to the outgoing team and
good luck to the newcomers!
The Society AGM will take place in
Perth
at
the
beginning
of
November.
The branch will be
represented by Andrew Smith and
Peter Wright.
The Internet Age

By the time you read this we will
have had our New Season Dance,
dancing to David Hall and his band
at St. Monica’s hall, a venue which I
know is very popular.
Coming up we have the Day School
in November and the Burns Night in
January and of course the ever
popular Newcomers Dance in
February. You’ll find more details of
these in the Newsletter and I hope
to see you at some of these events.
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Many of our members have now
entered the internet age, and the
branch is trying to keep up….
An energetic class at Haytor 2005
Taster Session Update
Peter and Trisha’s plans came to
fruition when four introductory
“taster” sessions were held in
Bradley Stoke and Emerson’s
Green in September and October.
While these sessions didn’t exactly
attract huge crowds, they did prove
the adage - “it’s quality that counts”
- and we are pleased to welcome a
few new faces to our Thursday
class as a result.
Thanks to Peter and Trisha for their
efforts and to everyone who
managed to go along and help out.
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To help reduce administration costs,
we will be making more use of email
and the internet to communicate
with members and friends.
As a result, the web-site is
becoming a vital ingredient in our
communication and advertising.
As well as publicising classes,
dances and general information
about the branch, the site also
provides access to our newsletters,
dance cribs, application forms and a
diary of local events
Add it to your favourites:

http://www.rscdsbristol.info
(and please remember to keep us
updated with your email details if
you don’t want to miss out)

Dancing on wheels
Italian style!
My husband John and I have
missed a whole year of Scottish
country dancing here in Bristol
because we have spent the past
year living in Rome. I am currently
doing a degree in Italian and I was
sent to Rome for my third year to
teach at a secondary school, as part
of a European exchange project.
One of the main reasons I was at
that particular school was to
participate in a European project for
disabled or special needs children,
which involved France, Germany,
Hungary, Slovakia and Italy. 2005
was the year for Italy to host a visit
from all the other countries.
We had a group of about twenty
special needs students at the
school, ranging from fourteen to
twenty years old, with a variety of
problems:
there were several
Downs syndrome children, some
children with behavioural problems,
three in wheelchairs and one who
was unable even to sit up.
In Italy they are all integrated into
the mainstream school system, with
special needs teachers who give
them all (with difficulty!) individual
tuition during normal lessons. All of
these
children
were
brought
together to prepare for the project,
several times a week.
One of our tasks was to learn some
dances to perform for our guests:
Lucia, a dancing teacher with huge
enthusiasm and endless patience,
was brought in to help us. We
learnt a very simple Scottish country
dance; every week it had to be
started from scratch as the students
had forgotten the steps.
The disconcerting part for me was
that at times we had to lose several
bars of the music simply because it
was impossible to keep up with the
wheelchairs! We also learnt an
Israeli dance and two Italian
dances, which the students did
without the help of the adults,
whirling like dervishes in the
Tarantella while several of them
played on drums and percussion
instruments, almost on the beat….

So if Barbara or Peter think they
have problems teaching those of us
who seem to have two left feet and
no memory for patterns……the
ultimate challenge would surely be
teaching dancing on wheels!
Sue Hartley
What’s in a name?
A very popular dance is Pelorus
Jack which includes reels described
as tandem reels with change of
lead, and there is a tendency to call
them "dolphin reels". This irritates
me!! and here's why….
"Pelorus Jack was a famous dolphin
who piloted ships through Cook
Strait for 22 years. .......”
Pelorus Jack
was published
in 1994 in
“The Dolphin
Book”
by
Barry Skelton, NZ and includes "a
type of tandem reel that people
thought looked like Dolphins
chasing each other..."
The Flight of
the Falcon was
published
in
1992 in "The
Anniversary Tensome" by Barry
Priddey of Sutton Coldfield and this
includes similar reels. "The Merlin
flies close to the heather following
every twist and turn of its quarry's
flight…….."
Now botanists have a protocol for
naming and that gives the earliest
use the preference. I think it might
be a useful protocol here. So, why
not call these reels "Falcon reels' or
"Merlin reels"? (I like the latter!)
Carol Anderson from the Sutton
Coldfield branch has confirmed their
early dancing of the reels, but I
would welcome correction about an
even earlier use.
Interestingly, in the same “Dolphin
Book”, there is a better dance with
the same reels but without the
awkward last eight bars. It is called
King Neptune - we'll do it on a
Thursday soon and you can decide.
Peter Wright
[Ed – there have been lots of discussions on
these reels on the Strathspey server for
those wishing to pursue debate….]
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Summer School 2005
In July-August 2005, Sasha and I
went to “the Mecca of Scottish
Dancers”– St. Andrews Summer
School. We were full of energy and
excitement and really looking
forward to plunging into the
atmosphere of lively music and
dancing all days long, meeting our
dancing friends from all over the
world and making new ones.
While Sasha was enjoying dance
classes and demonstration team
practice, I was studying hard
towards
my
Full
Teachers
Certificate exams, mastering the art
of being a real Scottish Country
Dance teacher.
I was fortunate to have the most
wonderful example before my eyes
– an excellent couple, a brilliant
combination of a skilful teacher and
an outstanding musician – Helen
Russell and Robert Mackay.
Apart from various technical points,
which were perfectly presented in
class, the most important skill that I
witnessed and tried to acquire
myself was the perfect partnership
between a teacher and a musician,
which makes each lesson such a
unique experience.
We were lucky to have a versatile
group of people who came from
different countries and backgrounds
– Scotland, England, Germany,
Russia (my colleague from Moscow
was also on the course), Japan,
USA. Most of them are already
teachers in their own groups and
had their own approach to teaching.
It was interesting to share the
experience with them both in
classes and outside of them.
Everyone was studying hard!
Exams came and were soon over,
but the new experience, skills and
new friendship that we gained will, I
hope, stay for long!
This is what makes St. Andrews
such a unique place – you can
share your unforgettable experience
and make friends for life there! All
through the wonderful world of
Scottish Country Dancing!
Ilona Velichko

Kiltmaker in our midst
I have always done a lot of sewing
and crafts, having undertaken
courses in Dress Design and
Tailoring in the past and I
experienced a feeling that I would
like to make a man’s kilt. Then
about 5 years ago I discovered that
in both my parent’s families there
have been kilt makers. This
strengthened my resolve to make a
kilt reinforced by husband Graham
giving me a wonderful book ‘The Art
of Kiltmaking’.
I realised that this would have to
wait until I retired and had time to
devote to the construction of the kilt.
This became a reality early this year
when Graham eventually got his kilt.
I had really enjoyed the challenge of
making the kilt and it was much
admired. Before long I was being
asked by other dancers if I would
make them a kilt.

Whilst at Summer School at St.
Andrews this year I met Anne
Taylor,
a
kilt
maker
from
Morayshire. She saw the kilt I had
made and told me that it was at
least to the standard of their Kilt
Makers Guild, and that I could call
myself a kiltmaker. I am pursuing
the possibility of going to Keith in
Morayshire to undertake their kilt
making Course with the intention of
joining their Guild.
In the meanwhile I was advised to
set up kiltmaking as a small
business, this I have done and it
has the advantage to other dancers
that I can make hand made kilts at a
very reasonable price. I can also
obtain other kilt accessories for you,
in particular I have obtained a stock
of Gents kilt Hose, which are
proving popular.

I intend to undertake repairs and
alterations to kilts, and in the spring
and summer months a laundering
service.
My aim in setting up the business is
not to make myself a fortune but to
pursue something I enjoy and to
give a service to other dancers in
the area.
Lorna Coles
Trekking the Inca Trail
On 17th May this year Cheryl
Buckley and I arrived at Gatwick
airport to begin our Peruvian
adventure – trekking the Inca Trail
to raise money for the Alzheimer’s
Society. We had passed the target
on the fundraising front thanks to
many generous donations from
friends and families but we had yet
to see if we had done enough on
the training front.
I had been feeling rather guilty as
introducing Cheryl to Scottish
Country Dancing as a way of getting
fit had resulted in her pulling a
muscle which prevented her from
training for several weeks! I also
got scared of the same thing
happening to me so gave up
dancing for some weeks prior to
departure and stuck to less
dangerous sports.
After a two day journey we arrived
in Cuzco, raring to go. We had one
full day on an acclimatisation walk
to start getting used to the altitude –
Cuzco is 3326m above sea level –
and then the next day we were off
to start the real thing.
The first day, described as ‘the easy
day’, rapidly woke us up to what we
had committed ourselves to. As I
toiled, painfully slowly, up and up
and up the inevitable question
arose – if this is easy what is
difficult going to be like? However
the scenery was spectacular and
we had already seen iridescent
humming birds, enormous prickly
pear cacti and many plants that we
have as houseplants growing wild.
After the first long climb I felt more
confident that despite being very,
very slow I could, with dogged
persistence, keep climbing for as
long as it took. The morning of the
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second day was one of my favourite
times as we climbed in glorious
sunshine up into the cloud forest
where the trees are draped with
moss and lichen and brilliant red
bromeliads shine amongst the
branches.
Being in ‘the slow group’ had its
advantages. We constantly had to
stop for breathers and could look
back over the huge tree covered
peaks and beyond these to even
higher snow covered peaks. Our
lovely guide, Freddie, told us about
the plants and explained that
Paddington Bear from darkest Peru
was an endangered spectacled
bear that ate bromeliads rather than
marmalade sandwiches!
After lunch that day we started on
the path up to the highest pass of
the Trail with the less than
encouraging
name
of
Dead
Woman’s Pass (4200m). This was
tough but the guides, the people
from the Alzheimer’s Society and
the doctors were fantastic. One of
them was always with you giving
encouragement and keeping up
your morale.
The third day was appropriately
cloudy as we walked through more
cloud forests on paths with
reputedly wonderful views on a
clear day. The last day we again
had brilliant sunshine and so had
perfect views of Machu Picchu
when, exhausted but elated, we
reached Intipunku, the Sun Gate,
where one has ones first view of
Machu Picchu.

After that we had the climb down to
this amazing Inca site and, after all
the photos, an all too short look
round. I hope to go back one day
for a longer look but I will be going
by train and bus – the Inca Trail will
definitely be a ‘once in a lifetime’
experience for me.
Angela Smith

Teachers at School in Canada
Imagine a deep clear lake reflecting
blue sky and trees that grow to the
water’s edge. A bald eagle circles
above, and the only train of the day
hoots its way along the narrow
gauge railway during the heat of
late afternoon in mid-summer.
Three
people
have
hauled
themselves out of the water onto
the boat dock, and are sitting with
weary feet and legs dangling and
splashing in the cool water,
discussing
Scottish
country
dancing.
They
spent
the
morning
concentrating hard in class to keep
up with David Hall’s exacting
expectations, and the previous
evening dancing their socks off to
Muriel Johnstone’s piano and Keith
Smith’s fiddle music. So now it’s
time to gossip before the pre-dinner
G&T and then off to dance again.

Scottish Country dancing appears
to be happening all over British
Columbia. This part of Canada has
such a short history, but Scottish
emigrés feature everywhere, and
they brought their music and culture
with them.
Next time TAC holds a summer
school there, 100s will be queuing
up to go again. At least this one will!
Fiona Grant

In the following week dancers from
all over North America and a few
further flung from the Antipodes,
Japan and the old home country,
converged for a whole week of
classes, dances and other events,
including Cape Breton stepping, Old
Time, Highland, personal dance
critique, a fancy dress dance, and a
ceilidh concert.

Scottish dancing and music had a
very good response from the
audience - we even saw a St
Andrews flag waving above the
crowd of people during our
performance.

Tina climbs Everest!
During September we met up with
17 other walkers to do the classic
“Tour du Mont Blanc” which
circumnavigates Europe’s highest
mountain over passes and through
the valleys of three contrasting
countries.
Starting in France we walked three
days before crossing over the Col
de Seigne (2516m) into Italy.
A further two days and we were
crossing the Grand Col de Ferret
(2714m) into Switzerland and
enjoyed a much needed rest day
by lake Champex. There were two
more days of hard going before
climbing the Col de Balme (2191m)
back into France and into the
Chamonix valley where the views of
Mt. Blanc were spectacular.

Such was the idyllic typical day at
the TAC Scottish Country Dance
Summer School, held this year at
Shawnigan School, on Vancouver
Island; right on the West Coast of
Canada and half way round the
world from Scotland. Over 100
teachers gathered for the weekend
of the TAC AGM (Teachers’
Association
of
Canada,
an
organisation set up to support the
far-flung teachers of the RSCDS in
Canada and USA.).

Theatre Square in front of Bolshoi
Theatre, right in the heart of the city.

It was now just one more days walk
back to our start in the town of Les
Houches where we all felt such a
great sense of achievement having
walked 110 miles over nine days,
climbing over 34,000ft (higher than
Mt. Everest!!)
Tina Attwood
Autumn in Russia
We were visiting Russia! But
this time we came as part of
Corryvrechan demonstration
team representing UK at the
International Folk Festival in
Moscow. The festival was
dedicated to the 60th
Anniversary of the end of
World War II.
There were teams from 10
countries
dancing
at
different
events
around
Moscow
including
the
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After Moscow, we returned to our
home town of Krasnodar in South
Russia. The three weeks spent
there were not enough to see all our
friends and fully appreciate the
welcoming sunshine at the Black
Sea coast, but we managed to do
quite a lot, including dancing every
night with Kuban Scottish Dancers
and teaching them a whole
selection of new dances.
All the dancers in the group send
their best wishes to everyone in
Bristol Branch.
Anton Klinkov, who now teaches
the group, is very enthusiastic to
continue his path as a Scottish
Dance teacher after his successful
completion of Units 1,2,3 of the
Teacher’s Certificate course and is
very grateful to all those who
supported him in this last summer.
The high points of our stay were the
performance at Kuban festival
(together with our demo team this
time) and the New Season Dance
held in the Palace of Culture.
The dancing of all our group
members, newcomers
and their “first steps” in
Scottish Dancing, the
performance of our
demonstration team,
new songs and tunes
played by our band,
and lots of fun &
enjoyment – all this
will
be
well
remembered long after
we return to Bristol
Ilona and Sasha

French Frolics with Dalriada
From 3 – 10 September this year,
Dalriada had a holiday in the south
of France, combined with the
pleasure of playing for a week of
Scottish Country Dancing in the
company of some 27 dancers from
the Bristol area.
This was the third of these events,
all well masterminded by Jane and
Marcus, with a little help from Joan
and me. They were timed to
coincide with the grape harvest, and
of course this was a perfect excuse
to sample some (a lot) of the local
wines.
Maybe this explains the
progressive increase in the size of
the band over the years from only
me on the first occasion, to a three
piece band on the second visit and
rising to five this year.

amplification
(speakers,
leads,
mixer, etc. etc), music pads for 4
players, and a clean set of
underwear (that’s all the space I
was allowed!). So it was a case of
filling up the car and driving down at
a leisurely pace through France,
which is not without its attractions.

friend and to increase the band, yet
again, to five players.

It all worked, albeit some band
members were ‘slightly’ delayed in
flying
out
of
Bristol
and
consequently didn’t arrive until after
midnight, but the welcome party
when they did arrive was ‘good’, if
late!!
Not so good was being
awake and alert for the scheduled
rehearsal for everyone later on the
same Sunday morning – the band’s
first practice all together. But I don’t
remember any complaints (not
surprising after the night before).

Like the night we were up on the
plateau in a pretty village called
Nant. A storm was brewing all the
time we were playing and dancing,
and subsequently eating in one of
the local restaurants.
The rain
was torrential and Rhona’s cousin,
Sandra, with whom Rhona was
staying, unknown to us, was
becoming edgy about 31 Brits
driving back in such a storm – well
let’s face it, none of the French
were venturing out!!
Fortunately,
just before Sandra called out the
emergency
services,
she heard by telephone
that we were all back
down in the vicinity of
Lodeve, and safe.

Initially, the band on this
occasion looked like
being somewhat minimal
as
it
consisted
of
Elisabeth on keyboard
and myself on accordion.
Other band members
who might have joined
us were either already
on holiday, about to start
work
after
the
school/college holidays,
or going to Moscow for
the
weekend
with
Corryvrechan.
However, at the 11th
hour, we had good
fortune. Jane (accordion) and Bob
(fiddle) Diehl, working in Northern
Germany on the new Airbus, agreed
to join us. They have been part of
Dalriada for many years and have
travelled abroad with us on dance
tours and to international folk
festivals in Canada, Europe and
Australia.
Moreover, Bob Diehl,
along with Bob Morton (acoustic
guitar), have been playing with me
since we all lived in the Manchester
area, back in the early ‘70s (OOPS
– I’ll be in trouble if they see this).
Now we had 4 players (plus 2
pipers – Bill and Stuart) all arriving
in Lodeve by different routes, by
different means, and all by Saturday
3rd Sept. As band leader, I had to
transport not only Joan and all her
luggage, but my accordion, all the

That evening we were to dance on
the edge of Lac Salagou.
The
weather was perfect, so we had
masses of spectators/ participants
and some very interesting ones
amongst them, including a family of
dancers from London Branch and a
fellow accordionist, Leigh Dyer.
Leigh has played with McBains
Band for many years, with Jim
Coleman in Bristol and also with
The Ranchers in the North of
England, back in the ‘70s and ‘80s.
He now lives in France, and we
asked him to bring along his
accordion and join in with us, which
he did on some evenings.
Needless to say, this produced a
really good, big sound. I think he
enjoyed himself – we certainly
enjoyed his company in the band,
and it was nice to make a new
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So the week of playing, dancing,
and partying (ceilidhs) progressed –
but not without the odd hitch or two
caused by the stormy weather midweek.

Then another evening
we arrived in Le Caylar
to discover that there
was no electricity in the
Village Hall, due to the
storm the night before.
This meant we would
have no amplification,
no keyboard, no lights,
etc. etc.
However, all
was not lost, because
the Mayor lived next
door,
so
a
large
extension
lead
was
found to relay power into
the hall – sufficient power for the
band to operate, but as there was
still no lighting, dancing had to stop
when it became too dark. As soon
as the band had unplugged, all the
power was diverted to the other end
of the hall so the Mayor and his
associates could prepare for us an
aperitif/reception. Well you have to
get your priorities right, and as a
result we had a romantic drink and
chat in the gloaming.
Enough! These are the ramblings
of a band leader.
It was all good
fun,
with
great
camaraderie
amongst musicians and dancers –
we all thoroughly enjoyed it and
wouldn’t do it otherwise!
Hugh Ferguson

RSCDS HQ Events

Bristol Class Dates

RSCDS AGM
4-6 November 2005
Perth

Join us for fun nights of Scottish
Country Dance on the following
dates:

RSCDS Winter School
23-28 February 2006
Pitlochry

Thursday nights
from 7.00 – 10.00pm

Spring Fling (for under 35s)
31 March – 2 April 2006
Newcastle
RSCDS Summer School
16 July 2006 – 13 August 2006
St Andrews
See RSCDS website for more info

Bristol Branch Events
Day School
12 November 2005
St Peter’s Church Hall, Henleaze
Teacher: Angela Young
Musician: James Gray
Evening: Peter & Edna Russell and
Jimmy Coleman
Burns Supper & Dance
21 January 2006
Redland High School for Girls
Band: Hugh Ferguson and Dalriada
Newcomers’ Dance
18 February 2006
Monks Park School, Horfield
Band: Scottish Measure
Haytor Weekend
10–12 March 2006
Haytor, near Bovey Tracey
Band: Hugh Ferguson and Dalriada
Summer Dance
20 May 2006
St Monica’s Trust, W-O-T
Band: Hugh Ferguson and Dalriada
New Season Dance
14 October 2006
St Monica’s Trust, W-O-T
Band: George Meikle and Lothian
Band

15 Sept 05 – 15 Dec 05
5 Jan 06 – 30 March 06
20 April 06– 29 June 06
Teachers 2005/6
Peter Wright: 01761 462874
peterwri@mac.com

Barbara De Winton: 0117 962 2724
dewinton@talk21.com

Bristol Branch Committee
2005/06

Chairman:
Caroline Dunn: 0117 924 9226
carolinedunn@blueyonder.co.uk

Chairman-elect
Marcus Ashman 0117 929 8395
mashman@freenet.co.uk

Secretary:
Rhona Chalmers: 0117 950 6508
rhona.chalmers@blueyonder.co.uk

Treasurer:
Jose Tarnowski: 01275 873084
jat.woodspring@btinternet.com

Catering:
Ruth Davies: 0117 968 3057
ruthdavies@blueyonder.co.uk

Publicity:
Mike Innes: 0117 950 5301

mike_innes@blueyonder.co.uk

Membership Secretary:
Clive Robinson: 0117 967 7073
clive.PRP608@btinternet.com

Ticket Secretary:
Andrew Smith: 0117 962 9533

afsmith@bristolBS94LX.freeserve.co.uk

Showing
how it’s done
in Krasnodar
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RSCDS Management Board
Andrew Smith: 0117 962 9533

afsmith@bristolBS94LX.freeserve.co.uk

RSCDS Finances & General
Purposes C’ttee

Fiona Grant: 0117 924 3595
fiona@freespiritfilms.co.uk

Useful Web links
RSCDS Bristol Branch
http://www.rscdsbristol.info
Webmaster: Peter Wright
RSCDS Headquarters
http://www.rscds.org

(ask Committee member for password)

Grand Chain
http://www.scottishdance.net/
Strathspey Server
http://www.strathspey.org/
Newsletter
We all want to know about the
antics of our members both dancerelated and otherwise and the
newsletter is an ideal forum to
achieve this.
I’d like to thank all the contributors
who have helped to make this an
extra long edition – which I trust you
have enjoyed reading.

Hopefully the few edits I have taken
the liberty to inflict do not dissuade
you from submitting material for
future issues.
And I also hope your efforts will
inspire others to put pen to paper.
Editor: Mike Innes
Next Issue: March 2006

