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Firstly, a letter from our retiring 
Chairman… 

Out with the ‘old’... 

 
Dear Dancers, 
 
As you know I have now handed 
over the Chairmanship of Bristol 
Branch to Marcus as of the AGM at 
the end of October. 
 
I have enjoyed my two years as 
Chairman and would like to thank all 
those who have served on the 
committee with me for their 
commitment to the Branch and their 
help and support. Especially to 
Rhona who has served us so well 
as Secretary. 
 
I hope that you, the members, 
consider that the Branch has been 
run successfully over the last two 
years; the committee feel that we 
hand over a Branch which is healthy 
and strong financially and with a 
large membership of enthusiastic 
and involved dancers.  
 
I wish the new committee well and 
ask you to support them as they 
have a new Secretary and new 
Chairman as well as two new 

committee members.  I am sure you 
will continue to enjoy the classes 
and Branch functions that are 
coming up in the next few months of 
our dancing season. 
 
With best wishes 
Caroline 

Getting into the spirit at the Summer Dance  
 

 
…and now an intro to our new 
Chairman, Marcus Ashman 
 
It is some 17 years since Jane and I 
started dancing with the Bristol 
branch of RSCDS. Within a year or 
so I became Secretary, a position 
that I held for four years. As 
secretary I started the annual 
weekend away in March in the hope 
that we could provide more time for 
members to get together so that 
they would have a chance to get to 
know each other better and so 
become friends and regular 
attenders at the weekly classes. 
More recently we have organised 
three dancing holidays based on 
our house in Languedoc in the 
south of France. 
 
Music has always played an 
important part in my life and I have 
taken an active interest in singing 
and dancing. From an early age I 
have sung in church choirs and I 
have been a member of the choir at 
St Mary Redcliffe church, where I 
sing alto, for 36 years. We learnt to 

Scottish dance before the children 
arrived and after a long gap started 
dancing again with the Bristol 
branch. …and in with the ‘new’! 
 
Whilst the early stages of learning 
to Scottish Country dance may 
seem daunting to some, we are 
determined to make it fun for all as 
well as it being a challenge for 
those who want to master all the 
steps and formations. We have a 
very dedicated committee who will 
work hard to maintain the 
enthusiasm of the existing members 
and encourage newcomers. 
 
Please do search out a member of 
the committee if you have any 
issues – positive or negative – that 
you would like us to consider. 

Marcus Ashman 
 

 

This issue: 
• Chairman changeover 
• Branch events 
• A busy summer 
• Demonstrate! 
• Lesley remembered 
• AGM success 
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Lesley Remembered 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lesley Joy Terry 
July 17, 1939 to September 14, 2006 

 
Lesley was born a Smith in 
Torphins, Aberdeenshire, the third 
of four sisters, and is survived by 
them all, by her son Philip and the 
grandchildren of whom she was so 
proud, Alexander and Josh. 
 
It may come as a great surprise that 
Lesley saw herself as having been 
a very diffident child, with a 
tremendous lack of self-confidence, 
and something of an inferiority 
complex. 
 
It might have been because of this, 
that, having gained Scottish 
“Highers” in English, French and 
German at Banchory Academy, 
Kincardineshire, followed by a 
Diploma of Education – Primary 
School Teaching Certificate from 
Aberdeen College of Education she 
went to teach in East Africa.  
Apparently there was a tendency for 
the children at the schools, 
irrespective of their background, to 
speak English with a marked 
Aberdeenshire accent! 
 
During this period she met and 
married John, and joined him in 
subsequent postings. Always a 
keen Scottish country dancer, 
Lesley was active in joining or 
starting clubs wherever she went.  
She was also very involved in 
amateur dramatics both in acting, 
directing and producing roles.  
Bridge was another very keen 
interest. 
 
On return to the UK the family was 
first at Woodstock and then at 
Backwell. Lesley always maintained 
both her amateur dramatic and 
Scottish country dance interests, 
joining first the Oxford, and then 
Bristol branches of the RSCDS, as 
well as holding various part-time 

teaching and admin positions. In 
1988, Lesley returned to full-time 
work with Clerical Medical as a 
Human Resources advisor, retiring 
in 2002. 
 
From 1999 to 2003 she was an 
energetic and respected Secretary 
of our branch.  During this time, 
Lesley, along with her new partner 
Andrew, also a long-term member 
of the branch, instituted one of our 
most successful events, the annual 
Burns’ supper and dance. 
 
When Lesley died she was a 
candidate for the Society’s 
Education & Training Management 
Committee, having gained her 
preliminary teacher’s certificate 
eighteen months earlier, passing 
with flying colours. 

Lesley and Andrew in perfect partnership 
 

In 2003 she became Membership 
Secretary to the Friends of the 
Royal West of England Academy, 
helping them gain charitable status 
and claim gift aid, and thoroughly 
enjoying her involvement. 
 
For the past couple of years she 
has also been an enthusiastic 
member of the Bristol Bridge Club 
Monday evening group. 
 
The onset of pneumonia was 
sudden and unexpected, as was 
her death in Southmead Intensive 
Care Unit. 
 
Andrew and all Lesley’s family and 
friends still cannot believe how 
suddenly she has gone and it is 
obvious that she will be greatly 
missed in all her areas of 
involvement.  These were very well 
represented at her funeral, at 
Canford crematorium on 25th 
September. Lesley’s ashes will be 
scattered in Scotland. 

 
 

Celebrate with Rabbie 

Although we have 
lost our main 
inspiration, we 
are determined 
that the next 
Burns Supper will 
be up to the usual 
standard, as preparations were well 
advanced before Lesley died, so 
please get your names down for 
tickets.  It will be a celebration, not a 
wake. 
 
For 2007 it had already been 
agreed that the school caterer 
would be fully responsible for the 
meal, so this time there will be no 
need for members to help with the 
pudding. 
 
Under the circumstances this is 
probably just as well. The measured 
trials that were undertaken before a 
satisfactory conclusion was 
reached on which pudding, its 
consistency, appearance, taste and 
portion control were innumerable! 
 
However, in due course the request 
will go out for volunteers to help 
with decoration of the hall in the 
afternoon, so please keep it clear in 
your diaries. 
 

 
 

Haytor Sing-along 

One of the activities at our annual 
visit to Haytor is our late night sing 
song after the Saturday night 
ceilidh. 
  
We always struggle with the words 
(and sometimes the music) to 
people's favourite songs and 
ballads. 
 
In preparation for this year's event, 
Pat and Lynn would like to collate a 
song sheet with the words and 
music of your favourite songs.  
  
Please pass them your suggestions 
at the Thursday class, with a copy 
of words and music if 
possible, or send to: 
 

Pat at xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
or 

Lynn at xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
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“You must be mad!” was the most 
common response to the 
announcement that I was about to 
take part in a solo skydive from 
10,000 feet, then concern and very 
generous sponsorship as it became 
clear that it was to raise funds for 
Vision Aid Overseas.  
  
The 29th April dawned as a bright 
day.  Training took an intense six 
hours, it had its nerve-wracking 
moments with so much to take in as 
we practised exiting the plane, 
getting into the correct freefall 
position, opening the parachute and 
what to do if the main chute did not 
open properly.  
 

Ruth flying high to raise over £3000 
 
However, when it came to the “real 
thing” it was easier (although there 
was a “moment of truth” as the door 
was opened at 11,000 feet and I 
saw others jump out), but then it 
was into position, legs over the 
edge and GO and there I was.... 

 
Two instructors accompanied me 
during the 6,000 feet of freefall – it 
flashed by in seconds at 120mph - 
then the jerk as I deployed the 
parachute, wonderful views over the 
luscious greens of the silent 
Wiltshire countryside as I turned 
and traversed before finally coming 
in to land. 
 
Thank you all so much for your 
support - taking Gift Aid into 
account you have helped me raise 
over £3,000. 
 

Ruth Davies 

Audience participation on Redland Green 
 

 
 
Having related two previous walking 
holiday experiences, I thought you 
might like to hear of my recent trip 
to Corfu to walk the newly created 
“Corfu Trail”. 
 
Being late September we thought 
the weather would be just right, with 
temperatures being about the same 
as a good British summer, what we 
didn’t expect were three days of 
almost monsoon like rain, with one 
day so bad we had to miss a  
complete  section of the trail.  
 
Even the local Corfiots hadn’t 
experienced anything like it, but 
then it was back to glorious 
sunshine and more days walking. 
Though only 40 miles north to 
south, the trail tended to zig-zag 
across the mountainous centre of 
the Island giving tremendous views 
of both coasts and over to nearby 
Albania. 
  
Although a very popular place to 
holiday we spent 
many hours walking 
only seeing the local 
wildlife, which 
included several 
species of snakes, 
lizards  and tortoises 
which are plentiful 
on the Island. 

Scottis
                Tina Attwood 

Showin
Why not have your turn next year? 

 
At the end of the 
walk, which totalled 
138 miles, we had 
three relaxing days 
on the beach - time 
enough for all 
blisters and sore feet 
to heal ready for a 
new season of 

h dancing. 

 
 

Ruth jumps for charity Demonstrations 

Redland May Fair… 
 
…what better time to show the 
locals of Redland, and much further 
afield, how they can join in the fun 
and enjoyment of Scottish Country 
Dancing? 
 
We were given an odd shaped, 
sloping ‘urban space’ complete with 
pot holes as our venue, and as 
usual there wasn’t much time to get 
a team and entertaining repertoire 
together. 

Tina’s Gallivanting Again 

 
19 dancers were quickly put through 
the routines and more than rose to 
the occasion, dancing various 
medleys to the delight of the crowd 
of all ages, who then joined in with 
much enthusiasm. 
 
Following this and the Burns Night 
displays earlier in the year, the 
committee has agreed that it would 
be a good idea to give all Branch 
members the opportunity to join a 
team of dancers who would learn a 
repertoire of dances for display 
when we were invited to these local 
events. 
 
It is hoped to have a monthly class 
to learn not only the dances, but 
also all those extra display 
techniques, and the precision 
needed for public performance.   
 

Barbara de Winton 
 
 

g the crowds how it should be done 
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New Horizons for Dalriada 
 

 

Hunt for Dancing Destinations

How many famous dance 
destinations can you spot as 
Andrew recounts what an enjoyable 
tour he and Lesley enjoyed this 
summer via Fort William and the 
Kyle of Lochalsh…? 
 

 
Over the bridge to the Isle of Skye, 
we saw Broadford Bay (above), then 
on via Plockton, Gareloch, and the 
NTS garden at Inverewe to 
Ullapool, where we showed the 
natives, and some tourists, how 
dancing should really be done!   
 
Then we took The Winding Road 
through Lochinver to Kylesku.  
Summer in Assynt really exceeded 
our expectations: the scenery 
wonderful, and weather to match. 

 

A  “must-see” in Kyle is the gents’ loo, 
incredibly decorated with Scottish memorabilia.  

Apparently the ladies’ matches it! 
 
We visited the Falls of Rogie (right) 
on our way to St Andrews, for 
what was probably our best 
week ever, both for weather 
and dancing - very advanced 
technique with Pat Houghton, 
accompanied by Hiroko Kokai, 
followed by Eric Findley and 
Peter Shand. 
 
Finally, a tremendous “Thank 
you” from me to all who sent 
cards and letters with such 
wonderfully kind comments and 
sentiments.  It will be 
impossible to forget the summer 
of 2006. 

Andrew Smith 

The quest/opportunity for Scottish 
music never fails to amaze us.   
Dalriada has played in Canada, 
‘Down-under’ and in many 
European countries, but, until July 
of this year, never in the Channel 
Islands. 
 
We had a request from an ex-pat 
Scot to play for his forthcoming 
birthday (landmark!!) celebrations.      
The chance to visit somewhere 
fresh and new was irresistible, and 
so we waited eagerly for what 
promised to be a very enjoyable 
‘band weekend’. 
 
The Friday of departure arrived and 
in 55 mins we were magic carpeted 
from Bristol to Guernsey, wondering 
if the wee plane would cope with an 
accordion, a piano and guitar in 
heavy flight cases. 
 
We arrived to beautiful sunshine 
with all our luggage intact and were 
soon whisked off to our hotel in St 
Peter Port. 
 
Friday evening was spent exploring 
and getting to know St Peter Port 
and doing a little eating and 
drinking. On Saturday we took the 
ferry to Herm Island where the 
birthday boy had invited all his 
guests to lunch (at The White 
House!), returning late afternoon in 
time for setting up/doing sound 
checks ready for the evening 
dance.  
 
Needless to say, it was the wee 
small hours before we went to bed.    
Some of us made breakfast next 
morning (some passed!). 
 
Sunday, however, was our 

opportunity to 
explore the 
island.    So 
hopping on 
and off local 
buses, using 
our feet, we 
had a most 
enjoyable day 
and managed 
to get right 
round the 
island. 
 

The beaches on the top are 
excellent with fine golden sand and 

we managed to walk/paddle across 
three, skirt the golf course to arrive 
at a welcoming hostelry for a much 
earned and leisurely lunch.    
 
Off on the bus again to look at a 
Fort and (hold on to your credit 
cards) visit the Pearl Shop, an 
Aladdin’s cave of all sorts of lovely 
jewellery, including pearl and 
mother-of-pearl.  Not all our lads 
escaped being relieved of some of 
their hard earned pennies from the 
night before!    Finally a drive round 
the bottom of the island back to St 
Peter Port. 

   Dalriada experienced Guernsey at its best 
 
So what were our impressions of 
the island? 
 
It’s clean – very, very clean. Houses 
on the whole looked well cared for – 
all newly painted. It’s a place to 
relax in, with narrow twisty roads 
(like most islands). 
 
A distinct French connection is 
evident in street and house names 
and the local patois.    Some parts 
of the coastline are rocky, similar to 
Brittany, but there are plenty of 
good beaches. St Peter Port is a 
bustling port and marina with the 
town, plenty of shops in winding 
streets, tucked in behind. 
 
We all departed on the Monday 
morning feeling we’d really had a 
pleasant, relaxed weekend and that 
there was still more to explore on 
the island.     
 
Someone must have been listening, 
because the Guernsey Scottish 
Association have booked us to play 
for their St Andrew’s Night dance 
next month – WHOOPEE!! 

        Hugh and Joan Ferguson 



A reminder of some of the events from the last few months 

Heated debate in the Members’ Forum at the AGM weekend in Aberdeen.  This new-style event was organised by 
Bristol Branch, graciously presided over by Peter, and proved to be a great success with several interesting topics 
discussed and issues raised.  A full house took to the floor at the Ball and Dance with terrific music and enjoyable 
programmes. 
 
Janet Johnston demonstrates her great sense of humour, Peter Shand provides the musical inspiration and the class 
show their appreciation (and skill) at the recent Day School. 
 
Branch members and guests have a wonderful time dancing to Darliada at our Summer Dance in lovely St Monica’s. 
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RSCDS Winter School 
22-27 February 2007 
Pitlochry 
 
Spring Fling (for under 35s) 
30 March – 1 April 2007 
Oxford 
 
RSCDS Summer School 
July 2007 – August 2007 
St Andrews 
 
 

 
 
Burns Supper & Dance 
20 January 2007 
Redland High School for Girls 
Band: Hugh Ferguson and Dalriada 
 
Newcomers’ Dance 
10 February 2007 
Venue to be confirmed 
Band: Ian Muir  
 
Haytor Weekend 
16–18 March 2007 
Haytor, near Bovey Tracey 
Band: Hugh Ferguson and Dalriada 
 
45th Anniversary Sapphire Ball
19 May 2007 
St Monica’s Trust, W-O-T 
Band: Ceol na h-Alba 
 
New Season Dance 
13 October 2007 
St Monica’s Trust, W-O-T 
Band: Green Ginger 
 
Branch AGM 
October 2007 
Date and Agenda to be confirmed 
 
Day School 
17 November 2007 
St Peter’s Church Hall, Henleaze 
Teacher: David Hall 
Musician: Angela Young 
Evening: Hugh Ferguson & Dalriada 
 
 

 
 
RSCDS have updated their logo 
and released their new website.  
Let’s encourage all our friends to 
Dance Scottish at every opportunity. 

 
 
Join us for fun nights of Scottish 
Country Dance on the following 
dates: 
 
Thursday nights for all 
7.30 – 10.00pm 
 
with weekly breakout sessions 
7.50 – 8.50pm 
 
Term Dates: 
14 September – 14 December 06 
11 January – 29 March 07 
12 April – 28 June 07 
 
 

 
 
Peter Wright:  
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
 
Barbara De Winton:  
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
 
Fiona Grant:  
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
 
 

 
Be
com
rec
 
Ch
Ma
xxx
 
Se
Ru
xxx
 
Tre
Jos
xxx
 
Ca
Ma
xxx
 
Pu
Fio
xxx
 
Me
xxx
 
Tic
xxx

 
 

RSCDS Membership 
Services C’ttee RSCDS HQ Events Bristol Class Dates 

Rhona Chalmers:  
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
 
 

 
 

Useful Web links 

Don’t forget our own website which 
will help to keep you up-to-date with 
the branch, classes and events. 

RSCDS Bristol Branch 
http://www.rscdsbristol.info
Webmaster: Peter Wright Bristol Branch Events 
 
Others sites which may be of 
interest: Teachers 2006/07 
 
RSCDS Headquarters 
http://www.rscds.org
(ask Committee member for password) 
 
Grand Chain 
http://www.scottishdance.net/
 
Strathspey Server 
http://www.strathspey.org/
 
 
 

Newsletter 

Did you spot the change? 
Bristol Branch Committee 
2006/07
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low you’ll find details of our new 
mittee, elected during the 

ent branch AGM 

airman:  
rcus Ashman  
xxxxxxxxxxxx 

cretary: 
th Illston:  
xxxxxxxxxxxx 

asurer: 
e Tarnowski:  
xxxxxxxxxxxx 

tering: 
rgaret Chambers:  
xxxxxxxxxxxx 

blicity: 
na Thompson:  
xxxxxxxxxxxx 

mbership Secretary:  
xxxxxxxxxxxx 

ket Secretary:  
xxxxxxxxxxxx 

 
Thanks once again to all our 
contributors.  

I have really enjoyed collating the 
newsletter for the last couple of 
years.  Not only have I been able to 
see your news before everyone else 
but I also wielded the power to edit 
it before publication! 

Hopefully you have found it useful 
and informative. 

I will now be passing over the 
gauntlet of the role of Editor-in-Chief 
to Fiona Thompson. 

I’m sure you will help to make her 
life as easy as possible by 
continuing to provide a steady 
supply of submissions.  

Don’t forget, no news submitted 
means no newsletter!! 

 
Editor: Mike Innes  
 
Next Issue: Spring 2007 
Submissions by February 2007 
 

http://www.rscdsbristol.info/
http://www.rscds.org/
http://www.scottishdance.net/
http://www.strathspey.org/



