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  Chairman’s Report 

Dear fellow 
dancers 

I hope you all 
enjoyed last year’s 
dancing as much as 
I did. 

We started the last season with a 
recruitment venture – a free 
introductory evening led by Barbara 
Savill. It went well, with a good number 
of people coming to see what Scottish 
Country Dancing was about. So we did 
the same again this year with a similarly 
good response resulting in a number of 
new dancers joining the beginners class. 

Throughout the year we had splendid 
uplifting music at our dances and skilful 
guidance from our teachers, both in 
class and when MC-ing our dances.  
Many thanks to all involved. 

Our annual day school last year was 
held at the beautiful new Bradbury hall.  
Helen Russell managed to be both light-
hearted and to set high expectations.  
The venue was well liked, but the hire 
costs have deterred us from using it 
again. We also tried a more compact 
timetable to encourage those who live 
further away to stay for the whole day.  
This mostly met with approval, and will 
be repeated this year. 

The joint Burns night held by Westbury 
Scottish was a new venture for the 
Branch. A haggis pie, cooked by a 
number of volunteers provided a 
traditional touch as did the decorations.  
We have decided to do the same again 
this year, so please put Friday, January 
24th in your diaries. 

March saw a return of the Residential 
weekend (after making way for the 
Golden Ball in 2011). We went to The 
Paddocks at Symonds Yat where we 
were taught by Gillian Jennings and 
Alan Cottle, and danced to music by 
Dalriada. The ceilidh item performers 
excelled themselves yet again. 

At our Summer dance I felt honoured  

to present RSCDS Branch awards to 
Marcus Ashman and to Joan and Hugh 
Ferguson for their many contributions 
to the branch over the years.  

Marcus introduced the residential 
weekend and Joan and Hugh have 
inspired and led musical entertain-
ments as well as dance events. 

The scorching July heat this year did 
not prevent us from enjoying the Sum-
mer Fling, ably orchestrated by Peter 
Wright to provide a relaxed and infor-
mal end to the branch’s dancing year. 

We also joined a group of Canadians, 
dancers and non-dancers for a dance 
evening in July. Peter Wright led the 
evening of easy social dancing and was 
supported by a group of branch mem-
bers.   

Our display group were particularly 
busy this year with invitations to sev-
eral events in the area.  Please speak 
to Barbara Savill if you are interested 
in joining the group.   

The steadily rising costs of hall-hire 
and other expenses is making it ever 
harder to keep our books balanced 
(though we do have good financial 
reserves).   With reluctance, and for 
the first time in many years, we have 
decided that it is necessary to raise the 
class fees for members to £4.50 per 
session.  

We considered various ways of     
keeping the cost of dances down, but 
decided (with help from the feedback 
you all gave us) that cost-cutting in the 
form of smaller bands or the use of cds 
might well be counter-productive (as  
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might raising prices).  So instead we are 
putting the emphasis on getting higher 
attendance through promoting the 
dances harder and earlier.  Please help 
by attending whenever you can, and by 
taking flyers for our forthcoming 
dances when you visit other groups. 

Finally I would like to thank you all for 
your enthusiasm and support which 
make it a pleasure to perform my role. 

          Ros Rawlings 

Chair – Bristol RSCDS 

http://www.rscdsbristol.info 
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“When       chapman   billies leave the 
street, And drouthy neibors, neibors,  
meet” 

 

Whether this quote from Burns’ epic 
poem, “Tam O’Shanter”, was the 
inspiration for our 2013 celebration of 
Rabbie Burns’ birthday is unclear. 
However the evening was indeed a 
meeting of neighbours - Bristol RSCDS 
and Westbury Scottish Club.  As far as I 
am aware, this was the first joint 
venture of the two groups.   

“Volunteers” from RSCDS and WSC met 
at intervals during 2012 and put 
together a programme as an alternative 
to the traditional Burns Supper, with  

 

After a welcoming glass of wine on 
arrival (thanks to Jean Douglas and her 
helpers. Peter and Jimmy set the scene 
with a selection of Scottish waltzes. 
Andrew Smith opened the proceedings 
with the first lines of Tam O’Shanter 
before a very brief “Immortal Memory” 
was delivered ending with a whisky 
toast.  

Then we launched into the dance 
programme which was largely chosen 
from the local repertoires.  The dances 
were linked with a few lines of poetry 
or a snippet of information about Burns 
and his life.  Cheryl Ayres, Barbara 
Savill and Ros Rawlings provided clear 
dance instructions as ever.   

The “American Supper” was 
supplemented by a delicious haggis-
based cottage pie complete with neeps 
and tatties, very kindly supplied by 
Cheryl Ayres and Tina Attwood to give 
“A Taste of Haggis”.  

The presidents from both clubs 
expressed their enthusiasm for this 
collaboration which we hope will be 
equally successful in future.   Huge 
thanks are due to all who helped in any 
way. Lang may yer lums reek*. 

Maggie Kirkup 

*Translations are available on request  

  

 

the event billed as a “Burns Night 
Dance Party”. It was our intention 
from the outset to both celebrate the 
man and his work, and to make this a 
fun evening at a modest cost, with the 
emphasis on dancing.  

If you cast your mind back to January, 
you may recall that snow and ice 
blanketted the region.   

O, what a panic was in my breastie 
(with apologies to the bard) when we 
were informed the day before, that 
there was a distinct possibility that 
Peter Russell and Jimmy Coleman 
might not be able to get there. In the 
end, they did arrive safely and cheered 
us all with their playing.  We were very 
sorry that a few members who had 
planned to attend were thwarted by 
the weather, although 64 people 
made it through including a few new 
faces, mainly non-dancers, who tried 
some of the dances and seemed to 
have a good time. 

A host of volunteers  
from both clubs ‘set  
to’ to decorate the  
Hall, Patricia McGilli- 
vray and Pat Mannell 
constructing a “shrine”  
to Burns on top of the  
grand piano complete  
with red, red rose  

A Round Up  

of the Year 

Bristol RSCDS Day School 2012 

Last years day school took place on 
the 10th 
November 
2012 at 
Bradbury 
Hall, 
Henleaze, a 
new venue 
for this 
event, Helen 
Russell teaching and George Meikle 
accompanying.  For the evening 
dance, MC Peter Wright coupled with 
the lively music from George and 
Stewart Reid “The Lothian Band”, 
made the evening go with a swing. 

The hall is new and the facilities are 
very good, though each have their 
own cost, as we discovered when we 
attempted to turn on the stage lights  
- we hadn’t paid for stage lights so 
they stayed off!    

Burn’s Night 2013 

 

 
 

 

Hogmanay 2012 

For as long as most of 
us can remember Westbury Scottish 
Club’s Hogmanay dance has been the 
place to dance on New Year’s Eve and 
last year was no exception.  

A capacity crowd arrived with their  
superb supper contributions to be gen-
erously welcomed by all the  members 
of Westbury Scottish Club.  Peter and 
Edna Russell with Jimmy Coleman pro-
vided the music and the MCs and dance 
coaches helped us  thoroughly enjoy 
the evening.   

Midnight arrived all too soon and the 
New Year was celebrated.  Then it was 
time to embark on all those resolutions 
and to look forward to another year of 
dancing in Bristol!   

Barbara Savill 

 

This year’s Westbury Scottish Club 
Hogmanay Dance is at St Peter’s 
Church Hall, Henleaze.  Dancing to Pe-
ter & Edna Russell, with Geoff Pegler. 

 

It’s lucky we paid for the loos!! 

The day was well attended with folk 
coming from as far afield as Watford, 
Cheltenham, Gloucestershire, BANES 
and Somerset as well as us locals. 
Helen Russell in her own amicable way 
teased the best out of her pupils. Eve-
ryone finished the day’s classes feeling 
that they had moved that bit closer to 
the perfection every Scottish Dancer 
aims for!! 

As a new venture, it was a ‘bring your 
own‘ lunch, though some people 
made use of the local facilities. After 
the afternoon session we all sat down 
to the traditional soup and roll fol-
lowed by cake and fruit, all washed 
down with a good cup of tea. 

The evening dance started earlier than 
in past day schools with the thinking it 
would help people who came from 
afar get home at a reasonable time. 

This year’s day school will be Satur-
day 16th November with Les Lambert 
accompanied by Judith Muir, evening 
dance music by Craigellachie. 

Clive Robinson 

 

Helen & a smiling George 

http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/568.html


Bristol Residential Weekend  

7th – 9th March, 2014 

Our weekend away will be taking place at a new 
venue for us, the Langstone Cliff Hotel, Dawlish 
Warren, Devon. The Langstone Cliff comes with 
many recommendations from other groups; see 
the facilities that are available on their web site 
www.langstone-hotel.co.uk 

The weekend will start with a drinks reception on 
the Friday before dinner, followed by an evening 
dance to the music of Ian and Judith Muir.  

On Saturday, after breakfast there will be a 
morning class taken by Gillian Jennings to the 
music of Ian and Judith. The afternoon is free or 
you could take part in the traditional walk. 
Saturday night ceilidh is a mixture of displayed 
talent and dance again to the excellent music of 
Ian and Judith Muir.  

Alan Cottle will take Sunday morning class; a 
mixture of refreshingly different but relaxing 
dances to end a busy weekend. 

For more information or an application form, 
please contact Clive Robinson on 0117 9677073 
or email clive.prp608@btinternet.com .  The 
price for the weekend is £180 per person with a 
single room supplement of £22 per person.  

 

The weekend programme: 

Friday - drinks reception, dinner, and evening 
dance.  
Saturday - breakfast, morning class with tea and 
coffee break. The afternoon free to explore 
Dawlish, drinks reception, dinner evening ceilidh.  
Sunday – breakfast, morning class with tea and 
coffee break, Sunday lunch. 

Clive Robinson  

Different Perspectives  

1 

discovering just how big a part our 
seemingly little Branch plays in the Soci-
ety.  I have worked closely with a vari-
ety of Committee members and the 
teachers, including three Chairladies. 
Far from my previous impressions of 
Committees who take much time in 
discussion rarely reaching a conclusive 
decision, our Meetings have been full of 
“f” words, and by that I mean of course, 
fruitful, fulfilling and fun! 

I don’t know whether SCD attracts the 
best of personalities, or whether it just 
brings out the best in people, but 
whichever, I have come to recognize 
that I have been fortunate to have 
worked amongst the best examples of 
society – supportive, positive, inter-
ested and understanding.    Far from 
being relieved at stepping down in Oc-
tober, I realise that I shall miss being 
such a close part of deciding when, 
where and how.   

It has been such a privilege – thank you.    

       Trisha Machin 

It was only a polite enquiry! 

“So just what do you have to do as 
Secretary?” I’d asked, and before I got 
an answer I’d been nominated voted 
in and signed up as the next incum-
bent! 

I found out as I worked through the 4 
years of my office, and from the first 
scary experiences of producing min-
utes, fixing bands to come and play for 
dances, interpreting Branch mailings 
from HQ, and dealing with a myriad of 
enquiries via e-mail or phone, I came 
to understand a little of the workings 
of the RSCDS and that of its Bristol 
Branch. 

Brian, my husband, has necessarily 
been involved too! He has good-

naturedly talked me through com-
puter processes, entertained various 
RSCDS bodies and always been willing 
to take over when I showed signs of 
panic. The flip side of this is his invaria-
bly unpredictable comments. For in-
stance, to George Meikle about his 
musicianship “Well I think you’re com-
ing on nicely George...”   (It did cause 
George to smile, so I think we got 
away with it!), It’s all part of Brian’s 
genuine charm. 

We have  
both been  
honoured  
to be intro- 
duced to  
people such  
as Ruth 
Beattie (the 
past Chair- 
person of  
the RSCDS) 
and I have  
felt pride in  
 

 

Bristol Weekend Away 2013 

Our residential weekend once again took place at Simmonds Yat West. 
We were welcomed on arrival and looked after all weekend by the Pad-
docks Hotel management in a style to which we have become accus-
tomed. The date was a sunny Friday March 8th 2013 and over the tea and 
biscuits reception we were all looking forward to a fun packed weekend. 

After dinner, we went straight into the Friday evening dance, with MC 
Barbara Savill and the music of Hugh Ferguson and Dalriada.  The dances 
were taxing but well known and, following a late night drink, we all re-
tired to our beds. 

Saturday saw our first morning class with Gillian Jennings and Hugh Fer-
guson and Dalriada; the points of technique Gillian imparted to us 
through dances she had written.  As always there was a lot of trying and 
lots of laughter. 

A treasure hunt after lunch where 
people were set off in teams of twos 
and threes by Trish, at 10-minute 
Intervals. Kevin and Brian had set off 
earlier to ensure the course was 
clear; on their way round they left 
chalk arrows at strategic points 
(even on somebody’s front door) to 
ensure folk did not get lost and miss the evening dance!  

That evening, after a head count, MC Caroline Dunn oversaw the evening 
of dance interspersed with acts provided by members of our group. 
These varied from the 3 Little Maids all the way from Japan! to a Saxo-
phone trio. 

With breakfast over and weary limbs struggling to come back to life, we 
all moved into the hall for the last class of the weekend. This was amiably 
taken by the imperturbable Alan Cottle to the strains of Hugh and Dal-
riada and we were led through interesting, unusual dances in the relaxed 
manner needed by the now tiring bodies.   

The duties of our two MC’s Barbara and Caroline, teachers Gillian and 
Alan and not forgetting Hugh and Dalriada were carried out with much 
aplomb over the weekend, enjoyed by every one who attended - we 
must thank them for all their efforts in making it a successful event.  

Clive Robinson  

http://www.langstone-hotel.co.uk
mailto:clive.prp608@btinternet.com


Joan & Hugh Ferguson 

On 18th May this year, while playing for the Bristol Summer 
Dance, we had the pleasure of being presented with the RSCDS 
Branch Award for services to Bristol Branch. Both of us were 
totally surprised as we were unaware of the Branch’s 
intentions, but also very delighted to be honoured in this way.    
It has prompted thoughts within us both about where it all 
began.  

When Hugh was 11 years old his dad encouraged him to take 
up playing the accordion. The 48 bass Crucianelli was a gift that 
appeared from Santa on Christmas morning—totally 
unexpected, and a truly life changing event for Hugh. He was 
blessed with a great accordion teacher in Chick Kelly, who 
formed from his pupils two accordion bands. Hugh played 1st 
Accordion in the Junior Band, and then in the Senior Orchestra.   
The bands successfully took part in accordion competitions in 
both Scotland and England, also appearing on TV. 

Joan was taught Scottish Country dancing at primary school, as 
National Dance was included in the school curriculum in 
Glasgow. Hugh’s first Scottish dancing was later at Hamilton 
Academy; instruction consisted of 2 double P.E. periods when 
the sliding doors between the boys’ gym and the girls’ gym 
were pulled back and during that brief time the P.E. teachers 
taught The Eightsome Reel, Highland Schottische, Dashing 
White Sergeant, Duke of Perth, and other ‘easy dances’! This 
happened each year in the run up to the Christmas Dance.  

We were married in Glasgow, honeymooned in Scotland and 
Spain before returning directly to Buxton - Hugh had been in 
Buxton 6 months, but this was Joan’s first visit to her new 
home.   Sometime on the way back ‘home’ Joan discovered 
that she would be “demonstrating” with an 
English Folk Dance team during the massed 
dance displays at the “Summer County Folk 
Dance Festival” in Manchester the 
following day.   However, with her 
knowledge of Scottish figures, she didn’t 
put a foot wrong!   More tricky were the 
Buxton Folk Dance team’s performances at 
the Wells Dressing ceremonies and festivals 
over the next month.   Although new 
arrivals, we both also became members of 
the local English Folk Dance display team - 
a thriving dance scene, and exciting times. 

Hugh had already been introduced to the 
Caledonian Society and elected onto the 
committee, so it was only a short time before we decided to 
start a Scottish Country dance group.   One of our stated 
objectives from the beginning had been to run our own dance 
in Buxton.   We realised that we would have to attract dancers 
from far afield into the town, in the middle of the Peak District 
and 1000ft above sea level; our plan was to get about and 
make ourselves known. This strategy was successful and our 
first dance with the best band we could find, the Rattray Band 
from Manchester, was a sell out with 100 people dancing till 
1.15 a.m! The Buxton Scottish group thrived, and we formed a 
team to dance at all kinds of functions, including the Wells 
Dressing celebrations mentioned above. 

One consequence was that Tom Hall asked Hugh to join the 
Rattray Band, and they played all over the NW of England for a  

The Branch Award Winners 

number of years until 
Tom moved with his job 
up to Edinburgh.   Hugh 
was then invited to 
form his own band to 
play for the monthly 
Goyt Valley dances at 
which attendances 
were never less than 
200. We chose the 
name ‘Dalriada’.   

We became members of Manchester Branch, Joan also 
being a member of the Manchester Scottish Singers 
(Musical Director, Ian Hall) and Hugh took over playing 
every Thursday for the Manchester Branch demonstration 
team. Scottish country dancing is nothing if not addictive, 
so we both took up Highland dancing classes with Ian Hall 
and attended the Manchester Branch Day Schools, the 
Highland classes of which was invariably taught by Jackie 
Johnstone. We also enrolled for the RSCDS teaching classes 
in Manchester, being taught by Mrs Gudger, and examined 
by Miss Jean Milligan!    

Arriving in the Bristol area, we both started dancing with 
the Branch, courtesy of a very good baby sitting circle, until 
Hugh was persuaded by Brian Salway to play for the 
monthly English folk dances in The Folk House, and by Len 
Morris (the Adult Education Principal) to teach the newly 
formed ‘Play in the Band’ class which also met on Thurs-
days. Hugh led the class for 12 years even though during 
this period he started teaching at Millfield and had to drive 
36 miles from work straight to the venue each week.  Joan 
always said that Hugh was a much more relaxed person 
after these Thursday sessions. Music does that to you! 

Meantime, Joan was also dancing with ‘Corryvrechan’ – the 
Scottish Dance Display team. Hugh had re-formed his Dal-
riada Scottish Dance Band when he started playing for the 
Bath Branch demonstration team so that when this be-
came Corryvrechan we were both involved in the many 
trips abroad. These included trips to Canada, Slovenia, Ger-
many, Hungary, and Spain, and with Hugh’s English band, 
The Jolly Ploughmen, trips to Belgium, The Netherlands, 
France, and twice to the World Folk Dance Festival in Ma-
jorca. These were exciting times; and things were about to 
become as exciting as they can get!! 

Dalriada was asked to play in Windsor Castle for some 
Scottish dancing which was to follow a private dinner party 
in the ‘Grand Reception Room’. This was a dinner/dance 
given by H R H Prince Edward; the first time the newly re-
built part of Windsor Castle was used for a dance event. It 
was a superb success. At the end of the evening, as we 
were on the point of departing 
the castle, Hugh was called back 
and informed that the Prince 
would like to know our availabil-
ity to play for a function in San-
dringham for the Royal Family 
and friends and staff on 30th De-
cember and Hogmanay. The 
Queen’s approval would be 
needed, and of course we would 
have to be ‘security cleared’. 

 



Marcus Ashman 

Some recollections of my membership of 
the Branch 

I just cannot remember how long ago it is since I joined the Bristol branch and started Scottish Coun-
try Dancing but it is quite a few. However, as I sit back and dance only occasionally now, I like to think 
of the many years of enjoyment and work that I have undertaken for the Branch. I had only been 
dancing with the branch for a year when someone asked if I would consider becoming the branch 
secretary. This I agreed to do and there was then a large learning curve of how to arrange and book 
halls and bands for the dances amongst a myriad of other tasks including the preparation of agendas 
and the taking of minutes at the regular committee meetings. I held this post for four years before 
handing over to Caroline Dunn who proved a very able successor. 

I had been asked on several occasions if I was prepared to take on the role of Branch Chairman but 
had always turned it down. In the end I accepted and served two years as Chairman elect before be-
coming Chairman of the branch.  

I suppose there were two events that I introduced during my time which resulted in enjoyment and benefit for the branch. 
The first of these was the weekend away each year. We started on a small scale at the HF house at Brecon and moved about 
every 4 years to a different venue. It is true to say that a good time was had and continues to be had by all who are able to 
attend. 

The second event I introduced was the dancing trips to France. Jane and I first invited a group to join us at our house in France 
and we all spent a week demonstrating and dancing in the villages in the area. This has always been great fun if hard work for 
all. I am sure that those who are able to go on these trips will say that it is always a very enjoyable experience. They continue 
every other year now in different areas in France and are organised currently by Lynn and Clive. 

In both these activities, I had tremendous support from Hugh and Joan Ferguson and for that I am truly grateful.  I am sure 
that it is true to say that without them the trips just would not have been possible. 

I should like to thank the branch very much indeed for deciding to present me with a Branch Award at the summer dance and 
I wish the Branch every success in the future. 

Marcus Ashman 

The Queen approved!, we were all ‘cleared’ and the rest is 
history.     

There are so many stories to tell of that first Hogmany, but 
Joan and I were unexpectedly involved in perhaps the most 
pressured dance situation of our career. Having run a dance     
rehearsal the previous evening for the invited guests and 
members of staff from Buckingham Palace, Windsor Castle 
and Sandringham, we were requested to run a rehearsal 
that afternoon for the Royal Family and close friends - just 
Joan rehearsing and only Hugh playing!!! 

The evening dance went astonishingly well; and, at the 
break, The Duke of Edinburgh called to the band  “Come and 
meet the Queen Mother” as he led the Queen Mother and 
the Queen up the hall to meet us.    After that nothing could 
go wrong! 

At the Millenium, we planned a band trip to Australia play-
ing for groups in Perth, Adelaide, Newcastle, Brisbane, 
Cairns and  Darwin – a tour of 6 weeks. The Australians en-
couraged us to contact New Zealand Branch where we had a 
similar tour playing for groups on both islands. This visit cul-
minated in us being asked back to play for the Summer 
School in Nelson. As dancers, we have since attended other 
NZ Summer Schools in Christchurch and Dunedin (usually 
27/28 Dec – 5/6 Jan) – a wonderful experience in the middle 
of our winter. 

Marcus Ashman, after attending a dance weekend in 
Halsway Manor, at which Hugh was resident musician, was  

instrumental in encouraging the Branch to organise it’s first 
residential weekend of dance instruction and social dancing.   
Dalriada have had the pleasure of playing for these weekends 
over many years, in a variety of locations, the Brecon Bea-
cons, Selworthy, Dartmoor and more recently Symonds’ Yat.   

Some dancers in the Bristol group decided to start a demon-
stration team, called Coigach. Hugh provided the music and 
Joan danced in the team. This ran for a number of years be-
fore being opened out by the Branch to everyone and becom-
ing the present demonstration class.        

Some 16 years ago, Marcus asked us if we would be inter-
ested in playing and organising a few dancers to spend a week 
in the south of France, demonstrating in local villages around 
Lodeve. This has become a biannual holiday event which in-
cludes choreographed dance displays, rapper sword dance, 
Highland solos, band solos, pipes (courtesy of Bill Gass) and 
communal dancing with the local people – the French do love 
to dance! 

In conclusion, we, and all the members of Dalriada, thank the 
Bristol Branch members for all the good times we’ve had over 
many years, playing and dancing.  Long may it continue.!  

Hugh and Joan Ferguson 

The Branch Award Winners 



Monday Night Classes 

The monthly Monday night class is open to everyone who 
would like to concentrate a little more on their dancing 
technique than we have time for on Thursdays – that’s not to 
say Thursday dancers miss out! 

Monday night dancing is incorporated with rehearsing for the 
very varied functions where we have been asked to give a 
display, a stage performance or just help out with a ceilidh. 

During the past year we joined Dalriada at the Redmaids’ 

School Founder’s Day Ceilidh and were again asked to join the 
people of Tickenham for their Burns’ Night which is a well run 
and very enjoyable event. 

We took part in ‘Dance for Dementia’,  a fundraising event for 
the Alzheimer’s Society held at the Redgrave Theatre.  Our 
team put on a wonderful performance 
choreographed by Ros Rawlings. The 
event incorporated a fantastic fusion of 
different dance styles – African, ballet, 
Irish, tap, modern, house, flamenco to 
name a few. Although the senior 
participants, our age was no barrier to 
energy and enthusiasm!  

Fiona Grant led the team at The South Wales Festival of Dance 
at Brecon, and Trish Machin and Graham Coles oversaw The 
Thornbury Carnival parade, and two stage performances.  

Barbara Savill 

29th June 2013 – South Wales Festival                                                                                      

Unlike last year, the weather for this year’s South Wales Festival held at the Brecon Beacons National Visitors Park Centre, was 
warm, sunny and glorious, providing good outdoors dancing conditions.  
At 1100ft / 335m above sea level there were clear and stunning views of 
Pen-Y- Fan the highest mountain in South Wales and Mynydd Illtyd.  A 
perfect setting for a picnic lunch before the start of the demonstrations 
(albeit the grass was a little damp to sit upon). 

George Meikle of the Lothian Scottish Dance Band provided the musical 
accompaniment for our medley of dances - the Westminster Reel, Lady 
of the Lake, Scottish Reform, Gates of Edinburgh, and the Craven 
Twelvesome.  This was the first time we both had danced on a grassy 
and slightly sloping surface with the occasional pot hole to avoid; it cer-
tainly provided an interesting element to the display! 

Later, after a delightful picnic sitting in the evening sunshine enjoying 
yet more beautiful Welsh scenery, was the evening social dance at Bish-

ops Meadow, located about 5 miles south west of Brecon.  The list of dances was both eclectic and suited to dancers of all lev-
els of experience.  With the venue being located on a caravan and camping site, often there would be an impromtue audience 
of people using the adjacent club facilities.  I hope we may have inspired some people to consider taking up Scottish Country 
Dancing!    

Thanks must be extended to both Fiona Grant and Barabara Savill for the compilation of the dance programme and coaching of 
the team.  Finally, the hard work of the team must also be applauded. To sum up - a most successful and enjoyable day.  

Margaret and Rick Dean 

on the very, 
very small 
stage (thanks 
Lorna for get-
ting the very, 
very large 
speakers 
moved off it 
before we ar-
rived!) 

Both displays 
were well re-
ceived with a 
veritable sea 
of spectators 
at the larger 
stage.  It was par-
ticularly pleasing 
to see children joining in by dancing on the grass in front of the stage. 

Altogether it was an enjoyable day and one hopes that the hundreds of 
flyers distributed by members of the team and the excellent introduc-
tory announcements by Margaret Pinder have inspired a few people to 
contact our branch with a view to joining us.            

Graham Coles 

Small stage -  ‘Reel of the Royal Scots’  

6th July—Thornbury display and Carnival 

We were to dance on two stages at this event. 
During the preceding week it was discovered that 
there was to be a small stage (very very small), and 
a large stage (very very big) so the final rehearsal 
on the Friday evening featured a tape measure 
and hurried revision of dance programme! 

Several roads in Thornbury were to be closed for 
this event so the team were invited to go early to 
Crumbly Cottage where Alan and Margaret pro-
vided a very welcome tea, coffee and cake.  

We managed to be placed 2nd in the parade behind 
the City of Bristol Pipe Band and, carrying a splen-
did banner (thanks to Trish and Brian), we set out 
through Thornbury in the blistering sunshine.  Spot 
the banner at http://www.mythornbury.co.uk/
thornbury/whats_on/carnival ! 

The parade halted for a while in the High Street 
and due to a brilliant suggestion by Margaret we 
repeated schiehallion reels to the pipes; simple 
but very effective. 

After a picnic lunch shaded by trees we moved to  
the Mundy playing field for our first demonstration  

Our Displays 

http://www.brecon-beacons.com/mynydd-illtyd.htm
http://www.mythornbury.co.uk/thornbury/whats_on/carnival
http://www.mythornbury.co.uk/thornbury/whats_on/carnival


Classes would be nothing without teachers! 

The Beginners Class 

Graham and I have been teachers for 
the beginner’s class for the last few 
years. We took it on when we started to 
study for our teaching certificates in 
2010, with the idea of not only 
introducing people to the joys of 
Scottish dancing but also of honing our 
teaching skills.  

The class has never been very large and 
some people will come for a few weeks 
and then drift away.  However, we 
normally have two or three who take to 
dancing in a big way and come along 
regularly to be put through their paces.   

Laughter and light-hearted banter flow 
freely throughout the classes.  It takes 
time to learn the step - skip change, 
setting step and Strathspey can all be 
quite challenging - but regular practice 
soon pays off.  Then the figures are 
introduced.  These initially seem easy 
but dancing them in time with the 
music with a certain amount of style 
and elegance doesn’t come naturally to 
many and also needs considerable 
practice.  With time and patience our 
beginners achieve their goal and are 
soon ready to progress.  

Teaching has proved to be very 
satisfying - seeing our beginners 
improving week by week and gradually 
gain enough confidence to be able to  

Teaching the Tutors: 
Preparation, Pitfalls and 
Positive Feedback 

I set off for the TAC summer school at 
Mount Allison University, Sackville, 
New Brunswick this summer to find 
out more about tutoring prospective 
teachers through the 5 modules which 
now form the RSCDS teaching 
qualification. There is much 
preparation and planning involved in 
administering and tutoring these 
modules in order to satisfy the 
examination requirements.  

Geoffrey Selling, a very experienced 
RSCDS examiner, gave us hints and 
tips on how to present material in a 
very practical way for students and 
how to deal with the range of skill, 
ability and knowledge students arrive 
with to study for Unit 2, the practical 
dancing part of the exam. His  

 

join in with the main group .. join us 
on a weekend away .. meet up at a 
dance run by another club …  

We now have our new influx of begin-
ners for this year, with Graham teach-
ing for the first term. I am sure there 
will be fun and laughter, dancing to-
gether and making new friends.  

Welcome all!            Lynn Robinson 

emphasis on observing, analysing and  
devising appropriate skills exercises, 
and how to give useful feedback, will be 
invaluable when we come to devising 
our own course plans.  

The students are expected to demon-
strate knowledge and ability to teach all 
aspects of a step, formation or dance 
concisely, in a very limited time, and, as 
we were called upon to give an exem-
plary lesson, every-one of us fell head-
long into demonstrating all the faults of 
an inexperienced candidate!  

As the week progressed, we looked at 
teaching the formations and dances, 
and considered those aspects of teach-
ing which are not examined by the 
RSCDS, such as: warming up a class, 
planning a series of classes over a term, 
changing a planned lesson at the last 
minute to suit those who come, devis-
ing a dance programme, acting as MC at 
a social dance etc.  

On we went to teach each other the 
‘formations’ and ‘dances’ for Unit 5, 
just as badly as we had the ‘steps’ for 
Unit 3, with Geoffrey and the other 
members of the class giving us invalu-
able and positive feedback on our per-
formance and prowess. All of us felt 
inadequate at the end of our exemplary 
lessons, but optimistic that we were 
leaving the course with tools to enable 
us to do better for any candidate class 
we took on in the future.  

Best of all, I think it might be fun to be a 
dance tutor for the RSCDS!      

Fiona Grant  

Thanks to Bristol Branch 
A big vote of thanks is due to Bristol Branch 
for supporting Alina Petrisan, the Romanian 
dancer who applied for a scholarship from 
the Jean Milligan Fund to attend Summer 
School in St. Andrews this year. Alina is a 
professional dancer/dance teacher, who was 
introduced to Scottish Country Dancing at a 
workshop in Bucharest in October 2010. In 
her own words, Alina “fell in love with Scot-
tish Country Dancing”, and has never looked 
back.  

Over the past two years Alina has worked hard to put SCD on 
the map in Romania and she has also organised workshops for 
children and adults at local festivals in different parts of the 
country. This year she even ran very successful SCD events in a 
large yurt and on a Black Sea beach!  Check out her Facebook 
page. 

Underpinning all her efforts to promote dancing for others has 
been Alina’s dedication to perfecting her own. She has been 
eager to learn from the best teachers at Summer School, which 
she has now attended each year since 2011. Such is the stan-
dard she has reached that she was invited to be a member of 
the International Demonstration Team at the Newcastle Festi-
val in February this year! 

Romania is one of the poorest economies in Europe, and for a  

 
visit to the UK even the air fares alone have sometimes cost 
Alina a month’s wages. Without the help in the past of groups 
from S. Wales and now Bristol, to apply for a scholarship, she 
would have been unable to attend Summer School this year. 
“This year I arrived in St Andrews determined to absorb as 
much information and dancing as I could - I danced all my 
energy out with four classes a day, social dancing in the eve-
ning and rehearsals for the Highland demo for Thursday eve-
ning in the Younger Hall. I had the greatest satisfaction at the 
end of the week when I realized how much I experienced and 
learned this year.  

Note: the Younger Hall demo is a prestig-
ious event - a considerable accolade: she 
was one of four dancers performing the 
sword dance to an audience of well over 
100 other dancers! 

Of one of the other classes she attended 
Alina wrote that it “was a good provider of 
interesting, different kinds of Scottish Coun-
try dances that I will use for those one-time 
events where people who have never 
danced before can enjoy the fun through simple steps. This is 
how I intend to get new people for my group, through fun and 
friendship, simple dancing steps and relaxation in the class.”         

Sounds like a recipe for us all!      Alison Jackson 

 



Dancing Around the 

World 

Guernsey Association Scottish Dancing  

Weekend,  22nd- 23rd March 2013 

We decided to stay again in the same hotel The Way-
side Cheer. It appears for some reason to have a 
doubtful reputation with the locals, but on both of 
our visits we have found it more than satisfactory. 
The staff are quite cosmopolitan; it is just a short 
walk from the dancing  location and Lorna had ar-
ranged  with the manageress, Donna who originates 
from Lewis, a special rate for the group from Bristol 
(22 of us). It also had the advantage of space for us to 
walk thro’ the lesser known dances—thanks to Alan 
Cottle for helping with this. 

The Friday evening dance, Saturday Ball and the re-
hearsal of ball dances were all located in La Mare de 
Carteret School Hall., and all included a substantial 
amount of food and drink - the Guernsey weekend 
ranks very high in the catering league! 

As well as the large contingent from Bristol there 
were also dancers from other parts of the U.K., from 
Jersey, France, Germany and of course Guernsey. 
Notable was the fact that after the 7th or 8th dance I 
realized that I should make an effort to find a partner 
from our Bristol group. This is completely at odds to 
the usual routine of dancing among our own group 
first and is an indication of the friendliness at the 
Guernsey weekend. The band for the weekend was  

 

 

Craigellachie so the mu-
sic was good, and dances 
were walked thro’ once 
quickly. 

We only all dined in the 
hotel restaurant on the one 
evening, Sunday. A number of 
the group were keen to try the ‘hot rock’ specailité de la maison 
for which the main dish arrives on a slab of stone previously 
heated in a ‘furnace’. A health and safety guy would have insisted 
on the wearing of eyeshields, ear defenders and, because the din-
ing room was very soon enveloped in a thick fog to rival a barbe-
que, respirators. I personally prefer my steak to be professionally 
grilled! 

When not dancing 
there is much to see 
on the Island espe-
cially when the local 
bus fare is only £1 per 
journey. Several of us 
visited the nearby Folk 
museum and  also the 
Guernsey millennium 
tapestry. This com-
prises ten panels each 

stitched by one of the 
island parishes and each depicting a period of the island’s history 
over the past 1000 years. An idea of the results of the 2years of 
work that went into this project can be gained by visiting http://
www.guernseytapestry.org.gg/ . 

Altogether, a good weekend! 

Graham Coles 

Posh Frocks! 

Bristol RSCDS commandeers  local bus 

 
 

Canadians’ Visit 

On the 1st July some 18 of us gathered at the Best 
Western Gables Hotel, Falfield, for an evening to 
entertain a party of gardeners visiting the U.K. from 
Canada. They were organized by a really 
enthusiastic leader Marjory Mason, who is a dancer 
and had four other dancers with her - and a party 
of 25 or so non-dancers, plus some English hangers-
on from previous visits! 

 Marjory set this up with the aim of letting her 
group "get to know some British folk". It worked!  
WE indulged in a number of ceilidh dances, plus 
Barmkin, Neidpath, and The Good Dance and THEY 
joined in with gusto. Everyone seemed to have a 
relaxed and fun time, and Marjory taught us a 
happy dance of their devising "The Highlands of 
Durham“ strathspey, as the icing on the cake.  A 
delightful evening. 

Peter Wright 

Classes would be nothing 

without teachers! 

Different Perspectives  - 2
 

A newcomer’s comments 

Thursday evenings for several years have been spent listening to 
work related lectures; interesting but sedentary.  They have now 
changed!  I was invited by a friend to come to the taster evening 
at St Monica’s last year and, having no other plans for that eve-
ning, I accepted. Until then I had never seen Scottish country 
dancing let alone participated.  I loved it, and returned (without 
my friend) the following week. 

  This was the start of a steep learning curve; the first few eve-
nings were confusing, the terminology strange, reels a matter of 
luck whether I went the correct way, and some figures totally 
beyond me.  Learning 7 or 8 new dances each evening was hard 
work and required considerable concentration! 

It has, however, been a very enjoyable experience.  Everyone 
has been very  helpful at teaching and guiding me and tolerant 
of my many mistakes.  Occasionally a glimmer of light appears 
and I remember the dance - a tremendous sense of achieve-
ment!  I have certainly recommended the classes to friends as 
being fun, sociable, with plenty of exercise and great music.  I 
look forward to it continuing. 

Alison Lunt 



A Hot Week-End Dancing... 

in early May with the RSCDS Brussels 
branch for their 40th Anniversary Ball, 
with Muriel Johnstone and Keith Smith 
the superb musicians and Jette Rossen 
the chief organiser.  As this date fell on 
the 50th anniversary of Gordon and 
Patsy’s first meeting on the dance floor in 
Nairobi, it seemed like a good idea to join 
the celebrations and 
‘Have a Ball’! 

Of course we needed to 
take in a bit of culture 

too.  On Friday evening forty of those 
attending the ball, met in a restaurant in 
the Grand Square for a meal and “get to 
know you” session.  Several people from 
the Paris branch were there and it was 
good to re-new acquaintances, also  

with others from Germany and Mary from 
Hawaii.The Ball itself had a friendly ambi-
ance, fantastic music, a good programme 
and above all excellent company.   In the 
interval there was cake a-plenty as well as 
various freshly cooked pan-cakes, and fruit 
to dip in chocolate.  We 
all thoroughly enjoyed 
ourselves, and the end 
of the evening arrived 
all too quickly. 

On the following day 
there was a walking/bus tour of Brussels, 
followed by lunch in the Music Instrument 
Museum, where hundreds of different in-
struments were displayed and their sound 
could be heard on headphones – a MUST if 
ever you find yourselves in Brussels.  The 
views of the city from the top floor restaurant were also mag-
nificent.   

In our experiences of dancing abroad, we have always been 
made very welcome and have had a chance to meet other 
dancers as well as see something of the sights.  Thank you to 
the founders of the RSCDS for the huge dancing fraternity, 
which has welcomed us all over the world.  

         Patsy Patterson 

TAC Summer School, Canada 

Barbara and I had a wonderful holiday in Canada in July, 
starting in Vancouver and finishing in Halifax  Nova Scotia, 
for the TAC Summer School. (Holiday stories for another 
time.)  Barbara and Fiona (Grant) also attended the 55th 
TAC conference weekend and AGM with its Banquet and 
Ball (with Kevin) which was held just prior to Summer 
School.  

The Summer School week was very well organised. Regis-
tration on Sunday 28 July was followed by dinner, orienta-
tion for all attendees and a welcome social dance that eve-
ning. It was an interesting mix of people, mostly  

Dancing Around the World 

The Itinerant Dancer: travelling with dance shoes 

It’s been a dancing summer.  

In May off to Ireland with Sandy and 
Fran Caruth from RSCDS Vancouver 
branch, for the RSCDS International 
branch week-end in Killarney. In-
structors: Tim Wilson (San Francisco 
branch), Raphaelle Orgeret (Lyon 
branch) and Malcolm Brown (York 
and North Humberside); rousing 
accompaniment: Nicol McLaren and 
his band. There was time too to visit 
the highlights of the town, admire 
the Toc waterfall and to wander through the lakeside gar-
dens of Muckross House . 

In July - Nova Scotia, for the TAC summer School in Sackville, 
New Brunswick, for an intensive 5 day course for those inter-
ested in tutoring students for the RSCDS teaching certificates. 
(See earlier article.) We could let our hair down at the eve-
ning dances, where we partnered and chatted to the stu-
dents in the other classes, to the music of Muriel Johnstone, 
Keith Smith, Ian Robertson, Jim Lindsay and Judi Nicolson. 
And there was time one afternoon to go and stand on the 
ocean floor in the milk chocolate mud of the Bay of Fundy  

- just before the tide rushed back in!  

Last trip to Finland and Estonia, a trip organised by Katalin 
Konya and Jim Cook. Pat Houghton kept us on our toes, 
dancing to Andrew Lyon and James Gray’s music through-
out the week-end in Turku, the historic first capital of 
Finland. After the dancing off we went to relax in the largest 
Finnish Sauna in the world, cooling off by jumping in the 
sea. Trips to the home of the Moomins, the World Heritage 
site wooden village of Rauma, the President’s summer gar-
dens, an organ recital in Turku cathedral, and tours of the 
Parliament building and city in Helsinki, were fitted into a 
few days.  

Then it was on the ferry to Talinn, to dance with the Esto-
nian group. We stayed in the Viru hotel, visiting the KGB 
room there from Soviet times, and went on a walking tour 
of the old city before hopping back on the ferry to Helsinki. 

Our last day in Finland after a week of glorious sunny 
weather, culminated in a spectacular sunset dinner cruise 
around the Helsinki eastern archipelago. 

But it is lovely to come home to the familiar haunts of Bris-
tol, and to plan for the new dancing season, with souvenir 
photos of a fine summer dancing to contemplate on a long 
winter evening.  

Fiona Grant  

coming from USA and Canada with a few from UK, and 
some from remote locations such as Moose Jaw and Medi-
cine Hat!!! - a friendly and good company.  

Dancing classes started Monday morning with approxi-
mately 180 dancers sorted into classes according to ability. 
Our teachers: Elaine Brunken, Linda Henderson, Jimmie Hill, 
Antoine Rouseau and Bill Zobel rotated their duties so that 
each class had a different teacher each day but the initial 
teacher also taught on the last day to measure any im-
provement of performance over the week (or otherwise). 
Although they were very careful to be positive!! Our ‘world 
class’ musicians: Muriel Johnstone  (Musical Director),  

Continued overleaf 



Day School & Dance—16th Nov. ‘13 

Les Lambert &Judith Muir with Craigel-
lachie (evening) 

Hogmanay (Westbury Scottish) 
30th December, ‘13 
Peter & Edna Russell, with Geoff Pegler 

Burns Night  (combined RSCDS Bristol 
& Westbury Scottish) - 24th Jan. ‘14 
Peter & Edna Russell 

Newcomers’ Dance—1st Feb. ‘14 
Chris Dewhurst (3) 

Residential Weekend 
7th—9th March, ‘14. 
Judith & Ian Muir 

Summer Dance—17th May ‘14 
Ian Muir of Prestwick 

Summer Fling— July, ‘14 
TBA 

Continued from previous page 

Jim Lindsay, Judi Nicolson, Ian Robertson, Keith Smith and 
Angela Young also rotated to different classes on a daily 
basis.  

There were evening dances and Balls with well composed 
dance programmes (it was hot but the inspiring music 
kept us going). A hospitality party was held each evening 
after dances, giving everybody an opportunity to wind 
down and get to know each other better - many new 
friends and acquaintances were made. 

There were afternoon classes and other activities such as 
a tour to the Bay of Fundy. A Ceilidh evening on Friday was 
hugely entertaining with many attendees performing with 

 
We are stealing one or two ideas for our own future ceilidh. 
A concert on Wednesday evening gave us all an opportunity 

to hear our wonderful musicians 
without constant interruption!! 

After Summer School Fiona, 
Barbara and I joined a few other 
dancers for a tour of Nova Sco-
tia, Cape Breton Island and 
Prince Edward Island before 
flying home from Halifax . We 
can highly recommend the week 

which next year is in Greeley Colorado.           
                         Kevin Savill 

Events, 2013 -’14 

Term Dates 

2013 -’14 

Autumn:   ends    19.12.13 

Spring:    begins    9.1.14 

               Ends    10.4.14 

Summer : begins    1.5.14 

  Ends   26.6.14 

Barbara Savill   0117 962 2724 

Cheryl Ayres 0117 959 0970 

Graham Coles 01275 854 782 

Lynn Robinson 0117 967 7073 

Committee 

2013—’14 

Chair 

Rosamund Rawlings    01225  319 991 

rmr@puffball.demon.co.uk  

Chair Elect 

Pat Fish    01934 513 243 

b&p856@btinternet.com 

Secretary 

Margaret Dean    01275 794 638 

margaretdean@blueyonder.co.uk 

Treasurer 

Ruth Davies    0117 968 3057 

ruthdavies@blueyonder.co.uk 

Memebership Secretary 

Alan Pinder    01454 416 778 

thepinders@crumbly.plus.com 

Ticket Secretary 

Maggie Kirkup    01934 838 175 

maggie@kirkup.plus.com 

Catering 

Alison Lunt    0117 968 4036 

alisonlunt@hotmail.com 

Publicity 

Helen Palmer    0117 968 3620 

Editorial 

Thank you to all those of you who have 

contributed to this newsletter, whether 

writing articles or taking part in the 

events that have been written about!  

As well as being a record of dances, 

happenings and people, I wanted this 

newsletter also to capture some other 

aspects around the society and the 

dancing; it’s growth and development 

both locally and worldwide and the 

music which is so integral to the danc-

ing itself.  Joan, Hugh and Marcus are 

perfect as starters.   And I’ve had a 

chance to get to know you—thank you. 

I remember watching a ballet at Covent 

Garden in the ‘70s, choreographed for 

the Enigma Variations.  It was in the 

dress of Elgar’s time and matched the 

music so beautifully that it seemed to 

be giving an insight into his mind.  Isn’t 

it the same with SCD?  We know when 

we’ve enjoyed a good dance; not only 

does it work as a dance, but it flows and 

intermingles with the music and means 

so much more. 

I ought to apologise for using my edito-

rial red pen rather brutally at times— 

space dictated on the whole. Thank you 

though to those who gave me permis-

sion!.   

I look forward to another edition in the 

Summer 2014.  Please keep the infor-

mation coming. 

Helen Palmer 

0117 968 3620 

HelenPalmer4@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Teachers 

Websites 

RSCDS Headquarters  
http://www.rscds.org 
(Ask a Committee member for password) 


