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A message from our Chairman – Pat Fish.
Yet another good year of dancing!
We have had many well attended dances with quite a few visitors, which is very pleasing. The highlight of the year was surely our 1st musicians Day School, what an achievement! Having had to hire 2
separate venues, 1 for dancers and the other for musicians, initial preparation was a little tricky to say
the least. However on the day, all things came together and 'WOW' what a success!
Nigh on 20 musicians and a lot of eager dancers enjoyed daytime tuition by Ian Robertson and Deb
Lees, accompanied by Judith Muir. In the evening, as soon as the music started, it was obvious the
musicians had been taught so well, the sound was really amazing, considering we had a cross section
of mainly amateur musicians.
The positive feedback we had made us realise that we just have to repeat the musicians/ dancers Day
School next year. Wheels are already in motion!
Our Monday evening dancers, taught this year by Fiona,
again performed at a Burn's night at Tickenham. As a joint
project with Bath RSCDS, several dancers took part in the
Dancing Achievement Award course (DAA) with an option to
be assessed. Happily all dancers opted for the assessment
and all passed! Well done to all and thanks Fiona for your
teaching skills!
Fiona, assisted by Ros held a technique class in January
which was very successful.
Also a group of dancers, lead by Fiona, tried out dances for
possible inclusion in book 51 due out next year, an interesting
afternoon!
Lorna and her enthusiastic band of helpers gave us a superb
Pat and Angela (Smith) enjoy a joint 21st
Burns night celebration at St. Peter's church hall. A delicious
Birthday cake at Dawlish
meal followed by dancing to the music of Dalriada ( and Joan
their fantastic M.C.)
The raffle raised £175 which was in turn matched by a local bank and given to Lesley Cottle for her
nominated charity, Parkinson's U.K. Lesley is due to do the Great North run in September raising even
more money again for charity and we wish her every success.
Langstone Cliffs hotel was again the venue for our away weekend in March. The weather was kind, the
dancing good and Dawlish fire brigade was on stand by - I am sure there were too many candles on
my surprise 'special' birthday cake!
The Summer Fling was a happy day orchestrated by Peter and yours truly, dancing and delicious food,
what more could one want?
Thanks must go to all our teachers, Barbara, Cheryl, Lynn and Graham and occasional guest teachers
who week after week teach us interesting dances.
This year the committee decided it was time to update our sound system. The result is more compact,
easily portable equipment, yet still efficient.
Also we decided to fit our Monday lady dancers out with very smart new blouses.
As I near the end of my term of office as Chairman of Bristol RSCDS, I would like to thank all the committee and the band of behind the scene helpers for their unfailing support and wish the next committee and Bristol branch continued success for the future.
Remember, happiness is Scottish country dancing!
Pat Fish
Chairman
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Musician’s School November 2015 …...
The day school was great but icing on the cake for the dancers
was the Band the musicians created for the Evening Dance.
They were magnificent, exceeding everyone's expectations,
perhaps their own!
Their numbers on stage showed how Scottish Country Dance
music attracts talent and enthusiasm.
Under the inspired leadership of Ian Robertson their amazing
sound lifted the dancers, despite tired feet and brains. The
broad smiles and rapturous applause said it all."

Cheryl Ayers

……….. followed by the dance
We had a wonderful day of dance. Deb Lees taught a selection of interesting dances, chosen to tease the very best
out of us. We were joined by many friends, old and new,
including beginners from Bristol RSCDS, Westbury Scottish, Bath RSCDS and Cheddar U3A.
Lynn Robinson

Burn’s Night 2016
In January this year we had a welcome return of one of the favourite events on the Branch calendar,
when we held a Burns Supper and Dance at St. Peters Church, Henleaze.
Bristol RSCDS once again showed how rich in talent it is by choosing one of its members to organise an
event that was to be affordable, yet as good as on prior occasions.
Lorna Coles together with her organising committee of Graham, Lynn, Clive, Lesley and
Alan achieved wonders with the menu, while
Alan and Joan produced a well balanced and
popular dance programme for all.
Much discussion went into the decoration of
the Hall, and fortunately the large reserve of
items from Andrew’s previous events, along
with new additions, produced a very splendid
venue for the 2016 celebration.
After Reception, excellent Supper, Toasts (not
too many), the tables were cleared, the music
of Dalriada set the feet tapping, and soon the
hall was full of enthusiastic dancers.
An outstanding and memorable evening!
Many, many thanks go to the organising committee for their superb planning, and also to the many, willing helpers who worked to the very end – and beyond, all of whom must share in this resounding success.
Joan Ferguson
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Dawlish – March 2016
th

On Friday 11 March about sixty of the Bristol Branch and some guests from near by dance groups headed for the
Langstone Cliff Hotel in Dawlish, Devon, for a week end of splendid music and good dancing.
The Hotel looked after us very well and after a good, if a little slow, dinner we headed for the ballroom, where Ian
and Judith played for our evening of dancing on the sprung floor of
the hotel ballroom. Up early next morning for a good breakfast followed by a stimulating class taken by Pat Houghton, whose light
touch and expertise shone through.
In the afternoon several of us went with Brian down to the station
and on the train to Teignmouth where we explored the pier and
walked towards the bridge and, of course, had ice creams. A lovely
afternoon set us up ready for the evening’s ceilidh dancing and
items, including more “Black and White” and some beautiful pieces
from our musicians.
Pat put us through our paces again on Sunday morning, and after a
good lunch we departed, having had a splendid weekend away in
good company, with stimulating teaching and foot-tapping music.
Many thanks to all whose hard work insured we enjoyed our trip.

Patsy Patterson

Japan April 2016
A group of 11 dancers from Bristol and Somerset attended a weekend
school in Nikko, Japan in April this year. The excellent teachers were Pat
Houghton and Yoshiki Oyama with superb music from Kana Otake, violin,
and James Grey piano. The picture shows some of the group joining in
with a Japanese dance group who gave an exciting display of traditional
Japanese processional dance. The weekend formed the centrepiece of a
three week tour of Japan in the cherry blossom season.

John Dunn

SCOTTISH DANCING QUIZ—how
well do you know Scotland’s dances ?
Locate the eight dance locations given
below by matching the numbers on the
map to the letters of the dances:A The Skye BBQ
B The Pride of Dunblane
C The Gairloch Hornpipe
D The Mill of Towie
E Kellholm Jig
F Cherry Bank Gardens (hint : West
Australian city)
G Cadgers in the Canongate
H Glasgow reel.

Answers on the last page.
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Dates for your dancing Diary 2016 and 2017
Please note: dates from September 2017 are yet to be confirmed.
All Thursday sessions take place at Oatley Hall at St Monica Trust, Cote Lane, Westbury-on-Trym at 7.30pm. The cost
per session is £4.50 for members and beginners, £2.00 for students and £5.50 for non-members.
Please see our website www.rscdsbristol.info for more details
2016
15th September
th

Autumn term starts (free night)

15 October

NEW SEASON DANCE with Marian Anderson

20th October
12th November

Branch Annual General Meeting
DAY SCHOOL with David Queen & James Grey and Andrew Lyon

15th December
2017

Term ends

5th January

Term starts

th

4 February
NEWCOMERS DANCE with Phill Jones(2)
th
th
10 -12 March
DAWLISH RESIDENTIAL WEEKEND with Janet Johnston and Judith & Ian Muir
6th April
Term ends
th
th
(Easter weekend 14 - 17 April)
27th April
Term starts
th
20 May
SUMMER DANCE with Ian Slater
22nd June
July
14th September (tbc)
14th October
19th October
11th November

Term ends
SUMMER FLING
Autumn term starts
NEW SEASON DANCE with Strathallan
Branch Annual General Meeting
DAY SCHOOL with Tom McKinlay and Bob Shakespeare
MUSICIANS SCHOOL with George Meikle
th
14 December (tbc)Term ends
Your Committee Members
Chairman
PAT FISH
Chairman-Elect
MARGARET CHAMBERS
Secretary
MARGARET DEAN
Treasurer
RUTH DAVIES
Catering
MIKE JACKSON
Membership
MARION WARREN-SMITH
Publicity
BRIAN & PATRICIA MACHIN
Tickets
LORNA COLES

ANSWERS to the Quiz.

bandp865@btinternet.com
chambersm57@btinternet.com
margaretdean@blueyonder.co.uk
ruthdavies@blueyonder.co.uk
mjackson.oakfield@hotmail.co.uk
tanglewood99@btinternet.com
patricia.clemow@btopenworld.com
lorna.coles@btinternet.com

Reel (get it) Scottish Jokes:-

1.

A — lsle of Skye-

2.

C — Gairloch

3.

D— Towie

Angus went into a pub and had a ploughman’s lunch—he
wasn’t half mad!

4.

F— Perth

Fergus got rid of his old hoover —it was just collecting dust.

5.

B— Dunblane

Duncan wanted to be a milkman but he didn’t have the bottle.

6.

G— Edinburgh

7.

H— Glasgow

8.

E— Kelloholm

Jock said he was on a whiskey diet—he lost three days !

So I said to Fiona did you have terrible spots as a kid . She
said “Ach, nay” !
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